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Beginning in April 2024, I was repeatedly threatened by Pedro Henrique de Souza, an active member of the Primeiro Comando 
da Capital (PCC), Brazil's largest and most violent criminal organization. This persecution was triggered by my 
relationship with Michelle Quintão Ferreira Luna, who is currently my spouse. Michelle had previously been in a domestic 
relationship with Pedro from August 2023 to February 2024, and was subjected to physical, sexual and psychological violence 
throughout the duration of the relationship and after it ended. Pedro treated her as his property and refused to accept the 
end of the relationship. When Michelle left him and began a life with me, Pedro interpreted this as a direct challenge to 
his authority and an unforgivable affront — and I, as her partner and later husband, became a direct target. Pedro and his 
associates repeatedly passed through my business in groups on motorcycles, shouting threats and on multiple occasions 
displaying and pointing firearms at my establishment. The intimidation escalated throughout 2024, forcing me to alter my 
routine, sell my motorcycle to avoid being identified, and live in constant fear that my business would become the site of 
an execution. Michelle was also directly threatened by Pedro during this period, including an incident in which he pointed 
a firearm at her face and threatened to kill us both. When we sought police protection, officers discouraged us from filing 
a report, citing the danger of involving a criminal faction, which, to me, confirmed the total absence of effective state 
protection. Given the documented murders of friends and acquaintances in similar circumstances and the extensive reach of 
the criminal organization, I did not feel safe anywhere in Brazil. Further details are included in my declaration.

I fear severe retaliation and physical violence, including the risk of death, if forced to return to Brazil. My 
persecution, which included direct threats from Pedro Henrique de Souza, an active member of the Primeiro Comando da 
Capital (PCC), is rooted in his refusal to accept my marriage to his former partner, Michelle Quintão Ferreira Luna. Pedro 
continues to view Michelle as his property and the breakup as an act of defiance against his control; therefore, he 
perceives our relationship as an unforgivable affront to his authority. I am deeply afraid that Pedro will use the PCC’s 
territorial control to kidnap, assault, or murder me as a way to exert his revenge. This risk is even more alarming given 
the complete lack of effective protection from Brazilian authorities, who are unable and  unwilling to control criminal 
organizations like the PCC, and where gender-based crimes often go unpunished. Pedro has connections within both organized 
crime and law enforcement, which makes seeking protection effectively futile. These ties create a situation in which 
reporting the abuse or requesting assistance could not only fail to provide protection but could also further expose us to 
danger. I also fear for Michelle’s life, as Pedro has already demonstrated he is willing to use lethal violence to harm her 
and anyone close to her. Because of the faction's national reach and infiltration into state structures, I believe Pedro 
and his associates continue to monitor our situation, leaving us with no safe refuge anywhere in the country. Further 
details are included in my declaration.



I fear Pedro Henrique de Souza will subject me to torture if I am returned to Brazil. My fear is rooted in Pedro's refusal 
to accept my marriage to Michelle Quintão Ferreira Luna, his former partner. Pedro perceives Michelle as his property and, 
as a result, views my relationship with her as an unforgivable challenge to his control, making me a primary target for 
retaliation. Pedro has already threatened to kill me and Michelle in the past, and I am sure he holds the resources to 
fulfill this threat, given his involvement with organized crime and connections within law enforcement. I specifically fear 
being kidnapped, threatened, beaten, and physically mutilated, on top of murder — forms of violence commonly used by PCC 
members to punish those perceived as having crossed them personally. This risk is compounded by the complete inability of 
Brazilian authorities to protect me. When I sought help, officers discouraged me from filing a report due to Pedro's 
connections within the faction, confirming an environment of total impunity. While Pedro's vendetta is personal, he has the 
means to use the PCC's territorial control and infiltration into state structures across Brazil to track and target me, 
leaving no safe refuge anywhere in the country. Further details are included in my declaration.



My spouse, Michelle Quintao Ferreira Luna (A-Number: 226-096-303), has also applied for asylum and 
withholding of removal. I was included as a derivative on this application, which remains pending before 
the San Francisco Immigration Court, as no final determination has been made at this time. 

My spouse, Michelle Quintao Ferreira Luna, and I traveled through Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, and Mexico 
before arriving in the United States on June 13, 2024. We remained in each country for only a few days. In each of these 
countries, our presence was brief and solely for transit purposes while attempting to reach safety. We did not hold any 
legal status and are not entitled to return for lawful residence purposes. Additionally, we did not seek refugee status or 
asylum in these countries because they were not safe for us. The PCC has documented presence and connections throughout 
Latin America, and we feared that Pedro could use this criminal network to locate us. Additionally, these countries face 
high levels of violence, organized crime activity, and documented human rights concerns, particularly affecting migrants 
in transit. For these reasons, the United States was the only place where we believed we could finally find safety. 
Further details are included in my declaration.



This application is being submitted beyond the one-year filing period because I was originally listed as a 
derivative in the asylum application of my wife, Michelle Quintão Ferreira Luna (A-Number: 226-096-303), 
which she timely filed within one year of our arrival in the United States. As a derivative spouse, I 
relied on her principal application for protection and did not have a separate obligation to file 
independently at that time. The necessity to present my own individual application arose only recently, 
after determining that a separate filing was essential to ensure that the specific threats and persecution 
directed personally at me are fully documented and to establish my independent eligibility for asylum, 
withholding of removal, and protection under the Convention Against Torture. The dangers that prompted our 
family to seek protection remain unchanged, and the threats against us in Brazil by Pedro Henrique de Souza 
and the PCC persist to this day. I respectfully ask the Court to recognize these circumstances as 
justification for an exception to the one-year deadline, given that I was covered under a timely filed 
principal application and that the conditions giving rise to our fear of persecution have not diminished. 
Further details are included in my declaration.

My wife, Michelle Quintão Ferreira Luna, and I were detained by U.S. immigration officers after arriving in 
the United States at or near Tecate, CA, on June 13, 2024. We remained in custody for approximately one day 
and were subsequently released on recognizance. We were each issued a Notice to Appear and charged subject 
to removal from the United States pursuant to Section 212(a)(6)(A)(i) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act. This arrest occurred as part of the immigration process and neither my wife nor I have ever been 
arrested, charged, convicted, or sentenced for any crimes in the United States. Our sole purpose in seeking 
entry was to escape from the severe threats and persecution in my home country, and I hope for 
understanding and compassion in my pursuit of asylum and safety. Further details are included in my 
declaration.












