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(NOTE: Use Form I-589 Supplement B, or attach additional sheets of paper as needed to complete your responses to the questions contained in 
Part C.)

Part C. Additional Information About Your Application

1.     Have you, your spouse, your child(ren), your parents or your siblings ever applied to the U.S. Government for refugee status, asylum, or 
withholding of removal? 

Yes

If "Yes," explain the decision and what happened to any status you, your spouse, your child(ren), your parents, or your siblings received as a 
result of that decision.  Indicate whether or not you were included in a parent or spouse's application.  If so, include your parent or spouse's   
A-number in your response.  If you have been denied asylum by an immigration judge or the Board of Immigration Appeals, describe any 
change(s) in conditions in your country or your own personal circumstances since the date of the denial that may affect your eligibility for 
asylum.

If "Yes" to either or both questions (2A and/or 2B), provide for each person the following: the name of each country and the length of stay, the 
person's status while there, the reasons for leaving, whether or not the person is entitled to return for lawful residence purposes, and whether the 
person applied for refugee status or for asylum while there, and if not, why he or she did not do so.

Yes

Yes

3.      Have you, your spouse or your child(ren) ever ordered, incited, assisted or otherwise participated in causing harm or suffering to any person 
because of his or her race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group or belief in a particular political opinion?

Yes

If "Yes," describe in detail each such incident and your own, your spouse's, or your child(ren)'s involvement.

2.A.  After leaving the country from which you are claiming asylum, did you or your spouse or child(ren) who are now in the United States travel 
through or reside in any other country before entering the United States?

2.B.  Have you, your spouse, your child(ren), or other family members, such as your parents or siblings, ever applied for or received any lawful status 
in any country other than the one from which you are now claiming asylum?

No

No

No

No
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I traveled by land through Colombia, Panama, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, Guatemala, and Mexico, before entering the 
United States on August 27, 2023. I stayed only a few days in each country because I was fleeing danger in Ecuador and 
trying to reach a safe place. I did not hold legal status or am entitled to return for lawful residence purposes in any of 
these countries. I did not apply for refugee status or asylum in these countries because I was not safe there. This entire 
journey was marked by constant insecurity and danger. I was repeatedly threatened and extorted. The police themselves 
extorted us, demanding bribes in exchange for safe passage, which made it clear that I could not rely on the authorities 
for protection. While in Mexico, I was kidnapped, confined in a house, and threatened. When I was finally able to escape, I 
was desperate for safety, and remained in constant fear that my kidnappers would locate me and carry out their threats. I 
was not safe while I remained in the country. My only real option for protection was to reach the United States as quickly 
as possible. In addition to this, indigenous people face severe discrimination and mistreatment in those countries, and I 
feared being targeted because of my ethnicity. As an Indigenous Kichwa person, I am not safe in the countries I passed 
through, and any attempt to seek protection there would have been futile. Further details are included in my declaration.
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Part C. Additional Information About Your Application (continued)

4.     After you left the country where you were harmed or fear harm, did you return to that country?

 Yes

If "Yes," describe in detail the circumstances of your visit(s) (for example, the date(s) of the trip(s), the purpose(s) of the trip(s), and the length 
of time you remained in that country for the visit(s).)

5.     Are you filing this application more than 1 year after your last arrival in the United States?

 Yes

If "Yes," explain why you did not file within the first year after you arrived.  You must be prepared to explain at your interview or hearing why 
you did not file your asylum application within the first year after you arrived.  For guidance in answering this question, see Instructions, Part 1: 
Filing Instructions, Section V. "Completing the Form," Part C.

No

No

6.      Have you or any member of your family included in the application ever committed any crime and/or been arrested, charged, convicted, or 
sentenced for any crimes in the United States (including for an immigration law violation)?

 Yes

If "Yes," for each instance, specify in your response: what occurred and the circumstances, dates, length of sentence received, location, the 
duration of the detention or imprisonment, reason(s) for the detention or conviction, any formal charges that were lodged against you or your 
relatives included in your application, and the reason(s) for release.  Attach documents referring to these incidents, if they are available, or an 
explanation of why documents are not available.

No
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Although I entered the United States on August 27, 2023, I was granted parole upon my release on October 19, 2023, pursuant 
to section 212(d)(5)(A) of the INA. Maintaining parole constitutes an extraordinary circumstance to the one-year deadline 
for applying for asylum, according to 8 C.F.R. § 1208.4(a)(5)(iv). Therefore, I respectfully request my delay be accepted 
based on this exceptional circumstance. In addition, my first years in the United States were compounded by the severe 
severe trauma resulting from the persecution I suffered in Ecuador and the kidnapping I experienced in Mexico. I suffered 
from severe anxiety, insomnia, and difficulty concentrating, which significantly impaired my ability to focus on my 
immigration process. My primary concern during that time was stabilizing my life and regaining a sense of safety in the 
country. Furthermore, no one explained to me that I had to file a separate asylum application within one year, and I 
believed that I only needed to wait for my hearing in 2026. I also had language difficulties, did not understand the 
documents I was given, and could not afford a lawyer. I tried to obtain legal help, but it was futile. In an effort to seek 
protection, I was informed that no removal proceedings had been initiated against me and that, as a result, I could not 
file an asylum claim. This left me confused, genuinely believing that there was no legal avenue available for me. Later, on 
July 13, 3035, I was arrested by ICE,  and remained in custody for more than six months, during which time I was 
transferred repeatedly between several states and became ill while in detention. Despite these circumstances, I actively 
pursued protection and tried to prepare my application alone, but lost some pages of my Form I-589 during one of the 
transfers, which made it even more difficult to prepare and file my application. I was released by court order on February 
6, 2026, and only then was I finally able to focus on completing my asylum application. I am now prepared to present my 
case and provide all supporting evidence needed. Further details are included in my declaration.

When I entered the United States on August 27, 2023, through Lukeville, Arizona, I was detained for 
approximately two months and later released me on parole on October 19, 2023. My detention occurred as 
part of the immigration process, and I did not commit any crimes in the United States. Later, on July 13, 
2025, I was detained again by ICE in Buffalo, New York, solely because of my immigration status. I was 
later transferred through multiple detention facilities. On February 6, 2026, the U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District of California granted a preliminary injunction, found my detention unlawful, and 
ordered my immediate release after I filed a petition for a writ of habeas corpus. My sole purpose in 
coming to the United States was to escape the severe threats and persecution I suffered in Ecuador and to 
seek safety and I have not commited any crimes in the country. 
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Proof of Service 

 

On this date, I, Guilherme Castilho Zaia, served a copy of the following documents:    

 

RESPONDENT’S APPLICATION FOR ASYLUM AND FOR 

WITHHOLDING OF REMOVAL – FORM I-589 
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by:   

 

o​ Through the EOIR Courts and Appeals System (ECAS), which will automatically send 

service notification to both parties that a new document has been filed.  
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Attorney at Law 
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