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Exhibit 1



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR IMMIGRATION REVIEW
IMMIGRATION COURT

SUPPLEMENTAL DECLARATION OF CRYSTEL ESTEPHANIA LIMA VARELA

ALIEN NUMBER 245-647-045

I, Crystel Estephania Lima Varela, declare the following under penalty of perjury:

l.

My name is Crystel Estephania Lima Varela, I was born on September 18, 2005, in
Oratorio, Santa Rosa, Guatemala.

I submit this supplemental declaration in support of my opposition to the Department of
Homeland Security’s (“DHS”) Motion to Pretermit, which seeks to remove me to
Honduras or Ecuador under the Asylum Cooperative Agreements (“ACAs”).

I have a genuine and credible fear of being sent to Honduras or Ecuador.

I have no connection to either of those countries. I have never lived in Honduras or
Ecuador, and I have no family, friends, or any type of support network in either of them. I
am a Guatemalan citizen and I only speak Guatemalan Spanish.

I fled Guatemala because my father’s new partner, Heidi Martinez, is associated with the
Mara 18 gang. I was directly threatened by members of that gang. On December 9, 2023,
three men approached me after I left church and told me that if [ wasn't theirs, I wouldn't
be anyone's. The threats continued even after I arrived in the United States, including
messages saying that my baby would not be born.

I am aware that both Honduras and Ecuador are facing severe security crises. I know that
Honduras is one of the most dangerous countries in Central America, where gangs such
as Mara and Barrio 18 control entire territories and commit acts of violence against
women, including femicides, sexual violence, and human trafficking. Honduras has one
of the highest femicide rates in the world. As a young woman without protection, family,
or resources in that country, I would be in grave danger.

I also know that Ecuador is experiencing a severe security crisis. Homicide rates in
Ecuador have increased drastically in recent years, and migrants and asylum seekers are
especially vulnerable to violence, exploitation, and forced recruitment by criminal
groups. [ would have no way to protect myself or my son in that country.

My son, Asher Abraham Quevedo Lima, was born on October 25, 2024, in Martinez,
California. He is a United States citizen. I am his primary caregiver, and he depends
entirely on me for his subsistence, care, nutrition, health, and well-being.

The idea of having to take him to Honduras or Ecuador terrifies me. These are countries
where even I would not be safe, let alone a baby. Likewise, the possibility of having to
leave him behind in the United States to be removed to a country where I know no one



and have no means of subsistence causes me indescribable suffering. I do not know what
would happen to him, and it terrifies me to think that he would be left alone and
completely unprotected.

10. In Guatemala, my mother filed a report with the police regarding the threats I received,
but the authorities did nothing. The corruption and inefficiency of the Guatemalan
authorities left me without protection. I have no reason to believe that the authorities in
Honduras or Ecuador, countries where security conditions are the same or worse, would
provide me with any protection.

11. Since I arrived in the United States, I have built a life here. I feel safe for the first time.
Here, I can live without fear and offer my son a dignified life.

12. As a young woman and an immigrant, I would be in complete danger in either of those
countries. My only real possibility of protection is to remain in the United States, where |
have already built strong ties and have been forming a family and a life for myself and
my son since 2023.

13. 1 respectfully ask this Court to deny the DHS Motion to Pretermit and allow me to
present my application for asylum, withholding of removal, and protection under the
Convention Against Torture. Removing me to Honduras or Ecuador would place my life
and my son’s life at grave risk.

I declare, under penalty of perjury, that the foregoing is true and correct.

CRYSTEL ESTEPHANIA LIMA VARELA
Date: 02/27/2026

I, André Vinicius Inacio Penna Mello, telephone number 415 425-2508, mailing address
P.O. Box 90487, San Diego, CA 92169, certify that the professional translation of this
document from Spanish to English has been performed by myself, a qualified translator
fluent in both languages, and that the following is an accurate and complete translation of
the document.

Date: February 27, 2025.




DEPARTAMENTO DE JUSTICIA DE ESTADOS UNIDOS
SECRETARIADO EJECUTIVO DE INMIGRACION
CORTE DE INMIGRACION

DECLARACION SUPLEMENTARIA DE CRYSTEL ESTEPHANIA LIMA VARELA

NUMERO DE EXTRANJERO 245-647-045

Yo, Crystel Estephania Lima Varela, declaro lo siguiente bajo pena de perjurio:

1.

Mi nombre es Crystel Estephania Lima Varela, naci el 18 de septiembre de 2005, en
Oratorio, Santa Rosa, Guatemala.

Presento esta declaracion suplementaria en apoyo a mi oposicion a la Mocion de
Pretermision del Departamento de Seguridad Nacional (“DHS”), la cual busca
removerme a Honduras o Ecuador bajo los Acuerdos Cooperativos de Asilo (“ACAs”).
Tengo un temor genuino y creible de ser enviada a Honduras o Ecuador.

No tengo ninguna conexidon con ninguno de esos paises. Nunca he vivido en Honduras ni
en Ecuador, no tengo familia, amigos, ni ningln tipo de red de apoyo en ninguno de ellos.
Soy ciudadana guatemalteca y solo hablo espafiol guatemalteco.

Hui de Guatemala porque la nueva pareja de mi padre, Heidi Martinez, esta asociada a la
pandilla Mara 18. Fui amenazada directamente por miembros de esa pandilla. E1 9 de
diciembre de 2023, tres hombres me abordaron después de salir de la iglesia y me dijeron
que si no era de ellos, no seria de nadie. Las amenazas continuaron incluso después de
llegar a los Estados Unidos, incluyendo mensajes diciendo que mi bebé no naceria.

Tengo conocimiento de que tanto Honduras como Ecuador enfrentan graves crisis de
seguridad. S¢ que Honduras es uno de los paises mas peligrosos de Centroamérica, donde
las pandillas como la Mara y el Barrio 18 controlan territorios enteros y cometen actos de
violencia contra mujeres, incluyendo feminicidios, violencia sexual y trafico humano.
Honduras tiene una de las tasas de feminicidio mas altas del mundo. Como mujer joven
sin proteccion, sin familia y sin recursos en ese pais, estaria en grave peligro.

También sé que Ecuador estd experimentando una grave crise de seguridad. Las tasas de
homicidio en Ecuador han aumentado drasticamente en los tltimos afios, y los migrantes
y solicitantes de asilo son especialmente vulnerables a la violencia, la explotacion y el
reclutamiento forzado por parte de grupos criminales. No tendria ninguna forma de
protegerme a mi misma ni a mi hijo en ese pais.

Mi hijo, Asher Abraham Quevedo Lima, nacio el 25 de octubre de 2024 en Martinez,
California. El es ciudadano estadounidense. Yo soy su cuidadora principal, y él depende
integramente de mi para su subsistencia, cuidado, alimentacion, salud y bienestar.

La idea de tener que llevarlo a Honduras o Ecuador me aterroriza. Son paises donde ni
siquiera yo estaria segura, mucho menos un bebé. Igualmente, la posibilidad de tener que



dejarlo atras en los Estados Unidos para ser removida a un pais donde no conozco a nadie
y no tengo medios de subsistencia me causa un sufrimiento indescriptible. No sé qué
pasaria con €l, y me aterra pensar que quedaria solo y completamente desprotegido.

10. En Guatemala, mi madre present6 una denuncia ante la policia por las amenazas que
recibi, pero las autoridades no hicieron nada. La corrupcion y la ineficacia de las
autoridades guatemaltecas me dejaron sin proteccion. No tengo razon para creer que las
autoridades de Honduras o Ecuador, paises donde las condiciones de seguridad son
iguales o peores, me brindarian proteccion alguna.

11. Desde que llegu¢ a los Estados Unidos, he construido una vida aqui. Me siento segura por
primera vez. Aqui puedo vivir sin miedo y ofrecerle a mi hijo una vida digna.

12. Como mujer joven e inmigrante, estaria en completo peligro en cualquiera de esos paises.
Mi unica posibilidad real de proteccion es permanecer en Estados Unidos, donde ya he
construido fuertes lazos y he venido formando una familia y una vida para mi y para mi
hijo desde 2023.

13. Pido respetuosamente a este Tribunal que niegue la Mocion de Pretermision del DHS y
me permita presentar mi solicitud de asilo, retencién de remocion y proteccion bajo la
Convencion contra la Tortura. Removerme a Honduras o Ecuador pondria en grave riesgo
mi vida y la de mi hijo.

Declaro, bajo pena de perjurio, que lo expuesto anteriormente es verdadero y correcto.

CRYSTEL ESTEPHANIA LIMA VARELA
Fecha: 27/02/2026







Crystel Lima File No. A 245-647-045

Proof of Service

On this date, I, Natalia Vieira Santanna, served a copy of the following documents:

RESPONDENT’S ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS IN SUPPORT OF ASYLUM
AND WITHHOLDING OF REMOVAL

To the following:

Office Location: Mailing Address:
Office of the Principal Legal Advisor us Immigration  and  Customs
Department of Homeland Securit Enforcement
p A US Department of Homeland Security
100 Montgomery Street, Suite 200 . .
San Franci CA 94104 Office of the Principal Legal Advisor
an Traneiseo, P.O. Box 26449
San Francisco, CA 94126-644

by:

o Through the EOIR Courts and Appeals System (ECAS), which will automatically send

service notification to both parties that a new document has been filed.

Natalia Vieira Santanna (Bar N. 337502)
Attorney at Law

P.O. Box 7528

Oakland, CA 94601

Counsel for Respondent




