
 

USCIS 
Attn: I-914 
P.O. Box 20200 
Phoenix, AZ 85036-0200 
 
RE: Form I-914, Application for T Nonimmigrant Status 
T-1 Applicant: Roberta Souza Dias; 
T-2 Derivative: Luís Carlos Alves de Souza. 
 
Fee exempt under 8 CFR 106.3(b)(2) 
 
Dear Officer, 
 
I represent Roberta Souza Dias (Mrs. Souza Dias). I am writing to submit Mrs. Souza Dias's 
application for T nonimmigrant status. Mrs. Souza Dias, a native and citizen of Brazil, is a 
victim of a severe form of trafficking in persons, as defined by the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act (TVPA), 22 U.S.C § 7102 (11)(B). I also respectfully request T derivative 
status for Mrs. Souza Dias's spouse, Mr. Luís Carlos Alves de Souza.  
 
As set forth in below and supported by the accompanying evidence, Ms. Souza Dias was 
subjected to trafficking through force, fraud, and coercion, resulting in involuntary servitude, 
sexual abuse, and ongoing exploitation. The trafficker exploited Mrs. Souza Dias 
undocumented immigration status, lack of knowledge of U.S. law, lack of English 
proficiency, social isolation, family vulnerability in Brazil, and economic control to maintain 
control over her and compel her to provide labor and submit to ongoing abuse. 
 

I. Legal Standard 
 
An applicant is eligible for T nonimmigrant status where the applicant: (1) is or has been a 
victim of a severe form of trafficking in persons; (2) is physically present in the United States 
on account of such trafficking; (3) has complied with any reasonable request for assistance in 
the investigation or prosecution of acts of trafficking, or qualifies for an exception; and (4) 
would suffer extreme hardship involving unusual and severe harm upon removal. Following 
the Final Rule, Classification for Victims of Severe Forms of Trafficking in Persons; 
Eligibility for “T” Nonimmigrant Status, 89 Fed. Reg. 34,864 (Apr. 30, 2024) (effective Aug. 
28, 2024), and the updated definitions and regulations governing T nonimmigrant status, Mrs. 
Souza Dias's case clearly qualifies under the scope of sex trafficking and labor trafficking, 
including trafficking accomplished through psychological coercion, abuse of 
immigration-related, vulnerability, and involuntary servitude, pursuant to 8 C.F.R. § 214.206 
(a)(1). 
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II. Applicant is a Victim of a Severe Form of Trafficking 
 
Mrs. Roberta Souza Dias entered the United States on a B-2 visitor visa on September 14, 
2018. Shortly before her arrival, she was recruited by an individual who promised her a better 
life in the United States, including financial stability, safe housing, and legitimate work 
opportunities. Her travel expenses were paid by the trafficker, creating an immediate sense of 
debt and obligation. However, upon her arrival, these promises proved to be false. Instead, 
Ms. Souza Dias became trapped in a situation characterized by control, violence, and 
exploitation. 
 
Once in the United States, Ms. Souza Dias was held in an environment of isolation and 
control, where she was subjected to daily sexual exploitation by her trafficker. She was 
physically assaulted and intimidated. The trafficker exercised complete control over her 
movements, finances, and communication, preventing her from contacting anyone outside 
and leaving her entirely dependent. 
 
In addition to the sexual exploitation, Ms. Souza Dias was forced to work and surrender all of 
her earnings to the trafficker, leaving her without any financial means to escape. She was 
deprived of basic necessities, being allowed to eat only minimal food, such as rice and eggs, 
and was routinely denied medical care despite suffering repeated physical abuse. The 
trafficker maintained control through a combination of physical violence, psychological 
coercion, and exploitation of her vulnerable immigration status. 
 
As a result of the continuous abuse, threats, and isolation, Ms. Souza Dias was unable to 
leave her situation. The trafficker’s actions created an environment of fear and dependency 
that compelled her to remain and continue being exploited against her will. Her experience 
constitutes severe forms of trafficking in persons, including sex trafficking through force, 
fraud, and coercion, as defined under applicable U.S. law. 
 
II - Mrs. Souza Dias's Case Meets the Definition of a ‘’Severe Form of Trafficking in 
Persons’’ 
 
The definition of a “severe form of trafficking in persons” requires that the trafficker engaged 
in a prohibited action by means of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of commercial sex 
or forced labor (See 22 U.S.C. § 7102(8); USCIS Policy Manual, vol. 3, pt. B, ch. 2). The 
table below breaks down this definition into three essential elements: action, purpose, and 
means. As demonstrated below, Ms. Souza Dias’ experience clearly satisfies each of these 
elements based on the totality of the circumstances. 
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Type of Trafficking Action Purpose Means 

Sex Trafficking and 
Labor Trafficking 

● Recruiting; 
● Harboring; 
● Transporting; 
● Provision; 
● Obtaining (of a 

person) 

For the purpose of 
subjecting the victim 
to:  
● Involuntary 

Servitude; 
● Peonage; 
● Debt Bondage; 
● Slavery. 

Through use of: 
 
● Force; 
● Fraud; 
● Coercion. 

 

● Type of Trafficking: 
- Sex Trafficking: Ms. Souza Dias was subjected to sex trafficking, as she was recruited, 

transported, and harbored for the purpose of exploitation through force, fraud, and 
coercion. 

- Labor Trafficking: Ms. Souza Dias was subjected to labor trafficking, as she was 
recruited, transported, and harbored for the purpose of exploitation through force, fraud, 
and coercion. She was compelled to perform labor and her earnings were controlled by 
the trafficker, who derived financial and personal benefit from her work. 

● Action: 
- Recruitment: Ms. Souza Dias was recruited in Brazil by an individual who made false 

promises of a better life in the United States, including safe housing, financial stability, 
and legitimate work opportunities. Her travel expenses were paid by the trafficker, 
creating a debt-based dependency and reinforcing her obligation to comply. These 
misrepresentations induced her to travel to the United States under false pretenses. 

- Transportation: The trafficker facilitated and financed Ms. Souza Dias’ travel to the 
United States, exercising control over the process and ensuring her arrival in a situation 
where she would be isolated, vulnerable, and entirely dependent upon him. 

- Harboring: Upon arrival, Ms. Souza Dias was harbored in an environment of strict 
control and isolation. Although not necessarily confined by physical restraints at all 
times, her freedom of movement and autonomy were severely restricted. She was 
prevented from contacting the outside world, denied access to independent resources, 
and kept under constant surveillance and control. The trafficker’s domination over her 
daily life, including her ability to eat, move, and communicate, satisfies the regulatory 
understanding of harboring in the trafficking context. 

- Obtaining: The trafficker obtained Ms. Souza Dias’ labor and services by forcing her to 
engage in repeated sex acts and to work under coercive conditions. She was required to 
surrender all earnings to the trafficker, leaving her without financial means to escape. 
Her exploitation was continuous and systematic, with no meaningful ability to refuse or 
withdraw. 
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● Purpose: 

- Labor Exploitation: The trafficker exploited Ms. Souza Dias for labor and personal 
benefit, including financial gain through control of her work and earnings. She was 
compelled to perform labor under conditions of coercion and abuse, and was required to 
turn over her income to the trafficker. This exploitation was maintained through force, 
fraud, and coercion, consistent with the definition of human trafficking under U.S. law. 

● Means: 

- Fraud: Ms. Souza Dias was subjected to fraud through false promises that induced her 
to travel to the United States. The trafficker misrepresented the nature of the 
opportunities awaiting her, including assurances of lawful employment, safety, and 
improved living conditions. In reality, these promises were never intended to be 
fulfilled and were used solely as a mechanism to exploit her vulnerability and secure 
her compliance. 

- Force: Ms. Souza Dias was subjected to repeated physical violence, including daily 
beatings and sexual assaults. The trafficker used physical harm as a means of 
punishment, control, and intimidation, ensuring her continued submission and 
preventing resistance or escape. She was also denied medical care despite injuries 
resulting from ongoing abuse, exacerbating her physical and psychological suffering. 

- Coercion: Ms. Souza Dias was subjected to coercion through a combination of 
psychological manipulation, isolation, economic control, and threats. She was deprived 
of basic necessities, including adequate food and medical attention, and was allowed to 
eat only minimal sustenance. She was cut off from any external support system and had 
no access to financial resources, as all earnings were taken by the trafficker. The 
trafficker’s conduct created a pervasive environment of fear and dependency, in which 
Ms. Souza Dias reasonably believed that any attempt to resist or escape would result in 
further violence and harm. Considering Ms. Souza Dias’ vulnerabilities, including her 
immigration status, isolation in a foreign country, lack of financial resources, language 
barriers, and complete dependence on her trafficker, a reasonable person in her 
circumstances would have felt compelled to remain in the situation and comply with the 
trafficker’s demands. The trafficker’s actions constituted a clear scheme, pattern, and 
plan designed to maintain control over Ms. Souza Dias. 

III.Physical Presence On Account Of Trafficking 

Ms. Dias satisfies the physical presence requirement under 8 C.F.R. § 214.207(a)(4). Her entry 
into the U.S. was the direct result of the trafficker’s fraudulent recruitment. Her continued 
presence is inextricably linked to her recovery from the trauma and her fear of the trafficker's 
reach in Brazil. She escaped in September 2024 and remains in the U.S. to seek legal protection 
and cooperate with justice. 
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IV. Compliance With Reasonable Requests For Assistance and Exception Due to Trauma. 

Ms. Souza Dias satisfies the requirements of 8 C.F.R. § 214.208. Although she did not initiate a 
formal police report during the period of her victimization, she is exempt from the requirement 
to comply with requests for assistance pursuant to 8 C.F.R. § 214.208(e)(1). 

A. Exemption Based on Physical and Psychological Trauma (8 C.F.R. § 214.208(e)(1)): 

Under the governing regulations, an applicant may be exempt from the law enforcement 
cooperation requirement if their past silence was a direct result of trauma and fear. Ms. Souza 
Dias’s previous inability to report the abuse was not a lack of will, but a direct manifestation 
of the terror and "total incapacitation" imposed by her trafficker. As detailed in her personal 
statement (8 C.F.R. § 214.208(e)(1)(i)), the trafficker utilized a calculated regime of extreme 
violence, including breaking her ribs, choking, and repeated physical assaults, to ensure her 
absolute submission. 

Beyond physical force, the trafficker weaponized Ms. Souza Dias’s love for her family by 
issuing constant, credible threats to murder her son and mother in Brazil. On the specific 
occasions when law enforcement responded to her residence due to visible injuries or 
disturbances, Ms. Souza Dias remained silent solely out of a well-founded fear for her life 
and the lives of her kin. In these moments, the trafficker was often either present or had 
issued life-threatening warnings just seconds before the authorities arrived, effectively 
ensuring her silence through acute trauma. 

It is imperative to understand that this "wall of silence" was not a refusal to comply with the 
law, but a survival mechanism and a core instrument of the trafficking scheme itself. Under 
current regulations, a victim is not required to have previously reported the trafficking when 
they were rendered unable to do so by trauma or coercion. Ms. Souza Dias’s circumstances 
fall squarely within this framework. By submitting this detailed and honest account, Ms. 
Souza Dias is now bravely breaking that silence. Pursuant to 8 C.F.R. § 214.208(a), she 
unequivocally satisfies the requirement for a good-faith effort to report, finally overcoming 
years of terror-enforced silence to cooperate with the authorities. 

V. Extreme Hardship Involving Unusual And Severe Harm Upon Removal 

Ms. Dias faces a level of hardship that transcends the standard "extreme hardship" found in 
other immigration contexts. Her removal would not merely result in economic or social 
difficulty; it would be a direct death sentence administered by the hand of her trafficker and his 
criminal network. 

A. Transnational Threats and the "Shadow Power" in Governador Valadares 

The risk to Ms. Dias’s life upon removal is absolute and quantifiable. The trafficker 
originates from Governador Valadares, Minas Gerais, a region historically recognized for 
high rates of emigration. 
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1. Concentrated Regional Influence: The trafficker’s entire nuclear and extended 
family remains entrenched in Governador Valadares. He has openly boasted about his 
family’s influence and their ties to local criminal elements that exercise "territorial 
control" over specific neighborhoods. In such environments, the presence of the 
trafficker’s family acts as a decentralized surveillance network. 

2. Explicit Threats of Familial Annihilation: The trafficker did not only threaten Ms. 
Dias; he weaponized her love for her family. He issued chillingly specific threats to 
murder her mother and her son, who remain in Brazil. He explicitly stated that his 
"contacts" in the region are constantly monitoring their movements. 

3. Inefficiency of State Protection: Brazilian authorities, particularly in regional hubs 
like Governador Valadares, are often unable to provide 24-hour protection to victims 
of transnational crimes. The trafficker’s ability to coordinate a "hit" or an act of 
retribution from the United States via his associates in Brazil is a documented reality 
of the criminal landscape in Minas Gerais. For Ms. Dias returning to Brazil is not a 
"return home" it is a return to a geographic cage where her captor holds the keys. 

B. Severe Psychological Trauma, PTSD, and the "Environment of Retraumatization" 

The psychological damage inflicted upon Ms. Dias is not a transient state of distress; it is a 
permanent alteration of her nervous system caused by years of systematic torture and sexual 
subjection. 

1. Clinical Manifestation of PTSD: Ms. Dias suffers from severe Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder (PTSD) characterized by "omnipresent hyper-vigilance." As detailed in her 
statement, the simple sound of a vehicle approaching triggers a physiological "fight or 
flight" response, causing tachycardia and respiratory distress. 

2. The "Shower Trigger" and Daily Functioning: The brutality she endured, 
specifically being attacked while vulnerable, has translated into a debilitating inability 
to perform basic daily activities, such as showering, without the physical presence of 
a protector. This level of psychological paralysis demonstrates that she is currently 
incapable of the self-sufficiency required to survive in a hostile environment like the 
one she fled. 

3. Psychological Collapse upon Removal: Removal to Brazil would place Ms. Dias in 
an environment of constant, paralyzing fear, returning her to a location where she 
remains easily accessible to her exploiter. Her return would not merely be a 
relocation, but a return to the direct sphere of influence of her trafficker, where the 
threat of retaliation is both immediate and credible. This proximity creates a state of 
perpetual hyper-vigilance, as she would be forced to live in hiding to avoid the 
violence she has already narrowly escaped. 

4. Permanent Fear of the "Invisible Captor": Even with physical distance, the 
trafficker continues to haunt Ms. Dias through digital means, using fake profiles to 
track her. If he can reach her in the United States, his reach in Brazil where he 
possesses "home court advantage" would be lethal. 
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Accordingly, Ms. Souza Dias meets the extreme hardship requirement under the T 
nonimmigrant classification. Her removal would expose her to a serious risk of harm from 
her trafficker and result in significant psychological consequences tied directly to her past 
victimization. 

Please find enclosed the following forms and documents:  

● Signed Forms G-28, Notice of Entry of Appearance as Attorney or Accredited 
Representative; 

● Signed Form I-914, Application for T Nonimmigrant Status; 
● Signed Form I-914, Supplement A, Application for Derivate of T Nonimmigrant 

Status; 
● Signed Forms I-192, Application for Advance Permission to Enter as a 

Nonimmigrant; 
● Signed Forms I-765, Application for Employment Authorization. 

And the documents:  
 

Roberta Souza Dias's Identification Documents: 

- Roberta Souza Dias's Birth Certificate with English Translation; 
- Roberta Souza Dias's Passport; 
- Roberta Souza Dias's Form I-94, Arrival/Departure Record. 

Luis Carlos Alves de Souza's Identification Documents 

- Luis Carlos Alves de Souza's Birth Certificate with English Translation; 
- Luis Carlos Alves de Souza's Passport; 
- Luis Carlos Alves de Souza's I-94. 

Roberta de Souza Dias and Luis Carlos Alves de Souza's Marriage Certificate 

- Roberta de Souza Dias and Luis Carlos Alves de Souza's Marriage Certificate. 

Evidence of Dissolution of Prior Marriage 

- Roberta de Souza Dias and Claudio Gomes da Silva's Divorce Certificate with 
English Translation; 

- Luis Carlos Alves de Souza and Viviane de Oliveira Donde's Divorce Certificate with 
English Translation. 

Declaration of Roberta de Souza Dias with English Translation 

- Declaration of Roberta de Souza Dias with English Translation 
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Exhibit 6: Evidence of Trauma and Severe Form of Trafficking - Roberta de Souza 
Dias’ Psychological Evaluation by Gustavo Benejam, Psy.D., Licensed Psychologist (Lic. 
No. PY7387) 

- Evidence of Trauma and Severe Form of Trafficking - Roberta de Souza Dias’s 
Psychological Evaluation by Gustavo Benejam, Psy.D., Licensed Psychologist (Lic. 
No. PY7387); 

- Evidence of Trauma and Severe Form of Trafficking - Roberta de Souza Dias’s 
Financial Transfers to Roberto Martins de Castro (Trafficker); 

- Evidence of Trauma and Severe Form of Trafficking - Medical Evidence 
Demonstrating Health Complications Suffered by Roberta Souza Dias Due to Lack of 
Medical Assistance During the Trafficking Period. 

Exhibit 7 -  Eligibility Requirement: Evidence of Severe Form of Trafficking / Physical 
Presence / Community Ties / Good Moral Character: Letters of Support. 

- Letter of Support Provided by Eliana Francisca de Souza Dias with English 
Translation; 

- Letter of Support Provided by Guilherme Souza Froes with English Translation; 
- Letter of Support Provided by Luis Carlos Alves de Souza with English Translation; 
- Letter of Support Provided by Elisa Gabriele Barreto de Freitas with English 

Translation; 
- Letter of Support Provided by Leana Carla de Souza with English Translation. 

Country Conditions: Brazil 

- U.S Department of State 2025 Trafficking in Person Report: Brazil; 
- Brazil 2024 Human Rights Report. 

Thank you very much for your attention and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 
 

 
 
_____________________________________  04/30/2026 
Otavio Haverroth Silva (SBN: 343486)  
Attorney at Law 

510-241-9336 
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Roberta de Souza 
Dias’s Signed 

Forms 

 





, I-914A



01/20/2026

01/20/2026





RobertaDE SOUZA DIAS GOMES



















01/20/2026



01/20/2026



I was persuaded to come to the U.S. under false promises of a stable life and housing, 

with the aggressor paying for my travel to create a debt. Upon arrival, I was subjected 

to confinement, severe physical abuse, and forced labor, where he confiscated all my 

earnings. I was kept isolated and threatened with death until my escape in September 

2024

3 3 9





RobertaDE SOUZA DIAS GOMES





Under INA § 212 (a)(9)(B)(i)(II)





09/2018



01/20/2026



01/20/2026

01/20/2026





Roberta

DE SOUZA DIAS GOMES





Deferred Action



01/20/2026



01/20/2026



01/20/2026





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Luiz Carlos Alves 
de Souza’s Signed 

Forms 

 







01/20/2026

01/20/2026
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B2 - Temporary Visitor for Pleasure
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Exhibit 1 - Roberta
Souza Dias's
Identification
Documents



FEDERATIVE REPUBLIC OF BRAZIL 

CIVIL REGISTRY OF NATURAL PERSONS 

 

BIRTH CERTIFICATE 
 

Name 

ROBERTA DE SOUZA DIAS 
CPF Number 

032.705.506-50 
 

Registration 
0478780155 1977 1 00120 164 0005343 92 

 
Date of birth  Day        Month       Year 
July thirty, one thousand nine hundred seventy-nine  30 07 1977 

 

Time of birth  Municipality of birth  
10:20 PM  Governador Valadares 

 

Place of birth   Municipality of birth State Sex 

Santa Terezinha Maternity  Governador Valadares  MG  Female 
 

Name of the Parent                                                                              Municipality of birth                                State 
ELIANA FRANCISCA DE SOUZA DIAS  Conselheiro Pena  MG 

 

Respective grandparents 
OLÍVIA BITENCOURT; FRANCISCO DE SOUSA SALES 

 

Name of the Parent                                                                              Municipality of birth                                State 
CARLOS ROBERTO DIAS  Galiléia  MG 

 

Respective grandparents 
MARIA DIAS DE SOUZA; ELEZIÁRIO FERREIRA FILHO 

 

Twin   
NO RECORD 

 

Date of registration  DNV (Live Registration Number) 
August second, one thousand nine hundred seventy-nine  NO RECORD 

 
Notes/Annotations 
ANNOTATION 1 – No. 8114: noted the MARRIAGE of ROBERTA DE SOUZA DIAS, performed on 09/16/1995, 
with CLÁUDIO GOMES DA SILVA, and she began signing as: ROBERTA DE SOUZA DIAS GOMES, as per Entry: 
8234, Pages: 284, Book: 14 BAUX, of the Civil Registry Office 2nd Subdistrict of this City.// 
ANNOTATION 2 - On 08/30/2017, the DIVORCE of the couple CLÁUDIO GOMES DA SILVA and ROBERTA DE 
SOUZA DIAS GOMES was noted, decreed by Judgment of 02/21/2000, by the Honorable Judge of Law, Dr. 
Aquiles da Mota Jardim Neto, of the 5th Civil Court of this Jurisdiction, registered in this Office under Entry: 
10.317, Book: Eaux-11, Pages: 44. The female party resumes the use of her birth name: ROBERTA DE SOUZA 
DIAS. The male party continues to use his birth name: CLÁUDIO GOMES DA SILVA. Filed: 001/24368 
NOTE 1 - On 04/30/2028, pursuant to Provision 149/2023 of the CNJ, the CPF number of the registered 
individual ROBERTA DE SOUZA DIAS is hereby noted: 032.705.506-50. (Fees: Exempt) Filed: 028/3099. Nothing 
further.// 

 

Voluntary Registration Annotations 
NO RECORD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Content of this Certificate is true. I certify. 
Governador Valadares-MG, April 30, 2026. 

 

 

Signature of the Registrar / Deputy / Clerk 

Claudionor Nunes Leite Civil Registry 
Office of Natural Persons 

Andréa Rodrigues do Carmo 

Deputy Clerk 

CNS No. 047878 

Civil Registry Office of the 1st Subdistrict Governador Valadares-MG 

André de Oliveira Nunes Leite 

Registrar of the Civil Registry Office 

Rua Benjamin Constant, 456, Centro neighborhood – dist. 1st Subdistrict  
ZIP Code: 35010-060 – Governador Valadares – MG. 

JUDICIARY - TJMG 
JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENT 

Civil Registry Office of the 1st Subdistrict of Governador 
Valadares – MG - MG 

Inspection Seal: KAN66385 – Security Code:  
3698.2739.1482.4002 Code and Number of Act(s)  

Performed: 003 – 1 (7402), 1 (7802), 1 (7901), Act(s) Performed by 
Rayna Beatriz – Assistant Clerk - Fees: R$63,46 – 

Judicial Fee: R$12,04 – Total: R$75,50 – ISS: R$2,95 
Check the validity at: https://selos.tjmg.jus.br 

Total: R$78.45 

----//signature//---- 

Civil 
Registry 
Stamp 

11111



 

I, André Vinícius Inacio Penna Mello, telephone number 415 425-2508, mailing 
address P.O. Box 90487, San Diego, CA 92169,  certify that the professional 
translation of this document from Portuguese to English has been performed by 
myself, a qualified translator fluent in both languages, and that the following is an 
accurate and complete translation of the document. 
____________________________________________     Date: April 30, 2026. 
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REPÚBLICA FEDERATIVA DO BRASIL 
REGISTRO CIVIL DAS P.ESSOAS NATURAIS 

CERTIDÃO DE NASCIMENTO -ROBERTA DE SOUZA DIAS 
NúlMfO de CPF 

032,105.11oe.ao 
Mltl1cula 

0478780165 ,1977 1 00120 184 0005343 92 
Dita de nuc.ltMf!110 

l Trinta de lulho de mil novecentos e setentll e sete 
-de,....,_,,. Municlplo de...., ,._ 

i.:12,,,2"":2,.,,0..:.h:!:or::..:•:::•'----ll l Governador Valadares 

li 

;:;._1..-1~ .;:.;do;..;;nucll;;;;;;:;;;,_:;;;";;;;IIO- --,----- ---------. ;;.Mu:::n:::lo:;.::lplo;:.;;;de;..l)UC= •.;:.;- = ------
1 Maternidade Senta Terulnha l l Governador Valadares li 

Df• - ,.,.,,, 

30 11::::~r:J ' 1877 
UfO 

li MG 
UF s-

MG 11 Feminino 

r.Home:,:.,::;do(a=:i::-l ,::-C;,:;;:;,:,.•:;l =-:-::=-ec==-:,-=-:..,.,..---------, ;;.MM:::n:::id:.!:plo= de:..:.n:::ud= - = ------------,--
,__! E_LI_AN_A_F_RAN __ c_1s_c_A_D_E_s_o_u_ZA_D_1AS ________ _,1l1.I c_o_n_se_l_he_lr_o_P_e_na_· __________ _,,__ 

UF 

li MG 

A~~•) 
!ÕêrrêticouRT ; FRANc1sco DE sousA SALES 

UF 

li MG ;.;."'°"",::;:;e=do(::i:•::Ll.::;2!"""'1;::;::'é"'"',)...,.,...,....,,..,.,,..,.----------------, ;::.M:::;unld:::::,c;piO:,.;de::.:.:-==lo=------_.;.;- - -,r-~ 
l1...c_AR...;..Lo_s_Ro_e_E_RT_o_o_1A_s _______ _ ____ _ __,]1...IG_a_nlé_1_a _________ ~.__-

""°'6U•l•~ 
!MARIA DIAS OE SOUZA; ELEZÍÁRÍO FERREIRA FILHO 

iNÃOCONSTA 

' AN. 1 . N· 8114,-fol anotado o CASAMENTO de ROBERTA OE SOUZA DIAS, realizado aos 16/09/1995, com C UOIO GOMES DA 
SILVA, e passou a assinar: ROBERTA DE SOUZA DIAS GOMES, conforme Termo: 82.34, Folhas: 284, do Livro: 14 BAUX, do 
car,órto de Regi stro Civl l 2• Subdistrito desta CldadeJ/ 
fU,I, 2. Aos 30/08/2017, foi anotado o DIVÓRCIO, do casal: CLÁUDIO GOMES DA SILVA e ROB~RTA DE SOUZA DIAS GOMES, 
decreiado por Sentença de 21/02/2000, do Merltlsslmo Juiz de Direito, Dr. Aquiles d~ Mota Jardim Neto, da 5' Vara Clvel desta 
C01T1<11rca, registrada nesta Serventia, sob o Termo: 10.317, Livro : Eaux~11, Folhas: 44. A contraente volta a usar o nome de 
solteira: ROBERTA OE SOUZA DIAS. O contraente continua a us.1r o nome de solteiro: CLÁUDIO GOMES DA SILVA. Arqu ivado: 
001/24368J/ / ' 
AV. 1 . Aos 30/04/2028, conforme Provimento 149/2023, do CNJ, fica averbado o n6mero do CPF da registrada ROBERTA O 
SOUZA DIAS: 032.705,508.a0. Emolumentos: Isentos Ar uivado : 028/3099. Nada maisJ/ 

" ~ - d• -
iNÔêONSTA 

' CNS n• 047878 O conteúdo da cel1idão é verdadeiro. Ooú fé. 
Cal16oo de Roglsfro CMI 1• Subdistrito Governador Valadares-Ma Governador Valadares--MG, 30 de abril de 2026. 

,André do Ollveln, Nunes Lotte 
Oficial do Registro Civll 

Rua Benjamin Conslan1, • 56 , bairro Centro • dlst. 
Cep: 35010-060 • Governado< Valada,,e4~ ~~1\ J } 

POOERJUDIC 10 - TJMG 
CORREGEDORIA• GERAL OE JUSTIÇA 

C1rt6<10 de Registro CIVIi 1• Subchsttlto Govern ador 
Valadares-MO • MG 

Selo Consulta; KAN66385 • Coei, Seg : 
3698.2739,1482A002 •Coei. o Ouanl ldade do(s) a1o(1) 
P111tloedo{1): 003 • 1 (7402), 1 (7802). t (7901) Alo(1) -

Pra!lclldo(a) po<i Rayna Bea1rlz • auxiliar • Emol.: R$ 63,46 -
TJl,Jud10.: fU 12,04 • TOia!: RS 75,50 - ISS: RS 2,95 
Co!,1uNe a validade /IO aile: hnps1/selol .\Jmg,fus,bt 

Tocai: RS 78 5 

~~watrrníl 
Asslnatu,a do Ofoeial / Subsll1U1o / Escreven1e 

Cáü)RQ'NQmmNmlà 
Andréa RDdrigues do Carmo 

Escm-mte Subsli:uia 
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Exhibit 2 - Luis Carlos
Alves de Souza's

Identification
Documents



FEDERATIVE REPUBLIC OF BRAZIL 

CIVIL REGISTRY OF NATURAL PERSONS 

 

BIRTH CERTIFICATE 
 

Name  
LUIS CARLOS ALVES DE SOUZA 

CPF Number 

030.934.046-22 
 

Registration 
0478780155 1974 1 00110 200 0116427 52 

 
Date of birth  Day        Month       Year 
March third, one thousand nine hundred seventy-four  20 03 1974 

 

Time of birth  Municipality of birth  
3:00 PM  Governador Valadares 

 

Place of birth   Municipality of birth State Sex 

Home  Governador Valadares  MG  Male 
 

Name of the Parent                                                                              Municipality of birth                                State 
LUIZA MIGUEL DE SOUZA  Manhuaçu  MG 

 

Respective grandparents 
MARIA CANDIDA SIMÃO; SEBASTIÃO MIGUEL SIMÃO 

 

Name of the Parent                                                                              Municipality of birth                                State 
PEDRO ALVES DE SOUZA  Mutum  MG 

 

Respective grandparents 
MARIA DE JESUS; MANOEL ALVES DE SOUZA 

 

Twin   
NO RECORD 

 

Date of registration  DNV (Live Registration Number) 
March thirty, one thousand nine hundred seventy-four  NO RECORD 

 
Notes/Annotations 
ANNOTATION 1 – On 12/04/2009, the MARRIAGE of LUÍS CARLOS ALVES DE SOUZA, performed on 12/04/2009, 
with VIVIANE DE OLIVEIRA DONDE, was noted, and they began signing as: LUÍS CARLOS ALVES DE SOUZA 
and VIVIANE DE OLIVEIRA DONDE, as per Book: 061 B, Pages: 453, Entry: 7361, of this Registry Office.// 
ANNOTATION 2 - On 07/21/2016, the DIVORCE of LUÍS CARLOS ALVES DE SOUZA and VIVIANE DE OLIVEIRA 
DONDE was noted; decreed by judgment of 02/22/2016, already final and unappealable, by the Honorable 
Judge of Law, Dr. Roberto Apolinário de Castro, of the Conciliation Center of this Jurisdiction, registered in 
this Office under Entry 0016895, Pages 025-V, Book E-00019. There was no change of name by the parties at 
the time of marriage. Filed: 001/19943// 
NOTE 1 - On 04/30/2028, pursuant to Provision 149/2023 of the CNJ, the CPF number of the registered 
individual LUIS CARLOS ALVES DE SOUZA is hereby noted: 030.934.046-22. Filed: 026/3117.  
Nothing further.// 
Voluntary Registration Annotations 
NO RECORD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Content of this Certificate is true. I certify. 
Governador Valadares-MG, April 30, 2026. 

 

 

Signature of the Registrar / Deputy / Clerk 

Bachelor André de Oliveira Nunes Leite 

- REGISTRAR – 
Civil Registry Office – 1st Subdistrict 

CPF: 490.204.476-53 – ID: MG-1.282.468 SSP/MG 

CNS No. 047878 

Civil Registry Office of the 1st Subdistrict Governador Valadares-MG 

André de Oliveira Nunes Leite 

Registrar of the Civil Registry Office 

Rua Benjamin Constant, 456, Centro neighborhood – dist. 1st Subdistrict  
ZIP Code: 35010-060 – Governador Valadares – MG. 

JUDICIARY - TJMG 
JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENT 

Civil Registry Office of the 1st Subdistrict of Governador 
Valadares – MG - MG 

Inspection Seal: KAN66561 – Security Code:  
4975.3129.0923.3664 Code and Number of Act(s)  

Performed: 003 – 1 (7802), 1 (7901), 1 (7402), Act(s) Performed by 
Vitória – Assistant Clerk - Fees: R$63,46 – 

Judicial Fee: R$12,04 – Total: R$75,50 – ISS: R$2,95 
Check the validity at: https://selos.tjmg.jus.br 

Total: R$78.45 

----//signature//---- 

Civil 
Registry 
Stamp 

CLAUDIONOR REGISTRY OFFICE  
1st Civil Registry Office of Natural Persons 

 

Bachelor André de Oliveira Nunes Leite 

Civil Registry Registrar 
Rua Benjamin Constant, 456 – Centro 

Phone: (33) 3221-2622 – ZIP Code 35010-060 

Governador Valadares - MG 2323232323



 

I, André Vinícius Inacio Penna Mello, telephone number 415 425-2508, mailing 
address P.O. Box 90487, San Diego, CA 92169,  certify that the professional 
translation of this document from Portuguese to English has been performed by 
myself, a qualified translator fluent in both languages, and that the following is an 
accurate and complete translation of the document. 
____________________________________________     Date: April 30, 2026. 
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REPÚBLICA FEDERATrVA DO BRASIL 
REGISTRO CIVIL DAS e.ESSOAS NATURAIS 

4 
/ ( 

' \ CERTIDÃO DE NASCIMENTO 
Nome 

) 
1

LUIS CARLOS ALVES DE SOUZA 
Número de CPF 

' - ! 1 ( 030.934.046-22 

/ 

~,..... __ ! ,,- (º ; { • " Matricula . ,1 

f ,}- , 0478780155 1974 1 00110 200 0116427 52 O,a M~ ; , 

-~-.....:1.... 1 Data de nascimento ,---,:-::---, r---=~n--, , Ano f 

! Vinte de março de mil novecentos e setenta e quatro li 20 li 03 . U ' 1974: r hL-~+--
..,...._~.lo.. ,Í Ho,.r iÓ de nascimento Municlplo de naturalidade / UP' 

!·1&:00 horas J • li Governador Valadares • I. li ' MG 
Local d9 nasé:imento "' '-.. .. Municipio de nascimento UF Sexo ,• ,,. 

--'---"~ 1 ,j Domi!=llio ,. ,/• -..,, ' !! Governador Valadares U MG , U Masculino · 

( Nome do(a) Genitor(a) J . Municlpio de nascimento , • UF , 

_ __-:"c-"'.,_r,,) 1 LU!ZA-Ml~UE!l DE SO!JZA .. - li Manhuaçu :.. • _ w , MG 
;t,. ( ,._"6(6 s respec!Ívo s) / / , , / 

~-- , /' MARIA_ C~DIDA SIMAO; SEBASTIAO MIGUEL SIMAO / / ,/ ,, : 
( / - / //, ........._ __ ,,., Nome do(a) Genilor(a) \ , Municip,o de nascimento / UF , 

•1 ! PEDRO ALVES DE SOUZA li Miltum - - 1 ' li , MG,,.-
, A"6(6 S respectiYo(s).,... r r 1 .C- ' " ' r (, I / -f , ;, J , 

:; ",1ARIA_DE JESUS; M~OEL ALVE~ DE SOUZA • ,,,. 1. 1\ , ,,,.;..._ ; / / /•, 

./ Gémeó _/,, / ; , -..__ /. / 11 .- ( - ', 
"' (! NAO'CONSTA. , •• / /.,_/ ,w ' ' 

;(' oáta C:,~régistro/ / / • ONV / / / ,, ,. 

,, r Trinta de ma o de mil novecentos e setenta e uatro I NAO CONSTA. , , , / -
~- Motações/Avert>ac;óés y 7 •, , \ ) '-- (' ,., ,, / /' / 

á i ~- ; .,.,Aos' 04/1_2/2009, foi anotado o C~SAMENT<?. de LU CARLOS ALVES DE SOUZA, realizado no dia: 94/12/2009,, co,n: 
J Vty,IANE DE, oqVEl~ •DON~E, que passaram a as~mar: L~IS CA~LOS ALVES DE SOUZA e VIVIANE DE (?Ll~EIRA_ ~N,DE, ,í i 

.!, 'conforme Livro: ,061 B, Folhas: 453, Termo:--7361, deste Serviço Reg1stralJ/ / ;< , 1 ,- ,./ ., 

.,/ AN. foi anotado o DIVÓRCIO, de LUÍS CARLOS ALVES DE SOUZA é VIVIANE DE OLIVEIRA DONDE;'decrefádó , 
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Exhibit 3 - Roberta de
Souza Dias and Luis

Carlos Alves de
Souza's Marriage

Certificate
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Exhibit 4 – Evidence
of Dissolution of Prior

Marriage



FEDERATIVE REPUBLIC OF BRAZIL 
CIVIL REGISTRY OF NATURAL PERSONS  

 
 

MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE 
 

NAMES CPF 

CLÁUDIO GOMES DA SILVA 000.409.846-30 

ROBERTA DE SOUZA DIAS GOMES 
 

032.705.506-50 

 
REGISTRATION: 

0417490155 1995 3 00014 284 0008234 38 
 

FULL BIRTH NAMES, DATES OF BIRTH, PLACE OF BIRTH, NATIONALITY, AND FILIATION OF THE SPOUSES 

CLÁUDIO GOMES DA SILVA, born on 06/02/1973, city of Governador Valadares - Minas Gerais, born in Governador Valadares - 
Minas Gerais, Brazilian, son of JOSÉ GOMES DA SILVA and MARIA BARBOSA DA SILVA. 
ROBERTA DE SOUZA DIAS, born on 07/30/1977, city of Governador Valadares - Minas Gerais, born in Governador Valadares - 
Minas Gerais, Brazilian, daughter of CARLOS ROBERTO DIAS and ELIANA FRANCISCA DE SOUZA DIAS.  

 
DATE OF MARRIAGE REGISTRATION (IN FULL) DAY MONTH YEAR 

 
 

October fifth, nineteen ninety-five 
 

05/10/1995 

 
MARITAL PROPERTY REGIME 

Partial Community Property Regime 

 
NAME EACH SPOUSE BEGAN TO USE (IF CHANGED)  

CLÁUDIO GOMES DA SILVA and ROBERTA DE SOUZA DIAS GOMES 

 
NOTES / ANNOTATIONS TO BE INCLUDED 

Date of Marriage: 09/16/1995 
 
Note 1 - On 07/29/2004, was recorded the divorce of the couple CLÁUDIO GOMES DA SILVA and ROBERTA DE SOUZA DIAS 
GOMES, as decreed by judgment dated 02/21/2000 by the Honorable Judge Dr. AQUILES DA MOTA JARDIM NETO, of the 5th Civil 
Court of the Judicial District of Governador Valadares - Minas Gerais, registered at the Registry Office of the 1st Subdistrict of 
Governador Valadares - Minas Gerais, under entry 10317, auxiliary book E-Aux. 11, page 044. The contracting party resumed the use 
of her maiden name ROBERTA DE SOUZA DIAS. (105990132018) Register/Entry: 081/6932. 
 
Annotation 1 - The contracting party CLÁUDIO GOMES DA SILVA passed away on 09/14/2008 in Delray Beach, Palm Beach County, 
Florida, United States of America, as recorded under entry 8825, book E-011, page 106, of the Registry Office of the 1st Subdistrict of 
Governador Valadares - Minas Gerais. Register/Entry: 103/15890. 
 
Annotation 2 - On 07/09/2018, the CPF number 000.409.846-30 was added to the marriage record of CLÁUDIO GOMES DA SILVA, 
and CPF number 032.705.506-50 was added for ROBERTA DE SOUZA DIAS. Entered by: Smaylle. Register/Entry: 6/1857. Typed by 
Smaylle. 
 

 
REGISTRATION NOTES 

 

No record. 
 

No record. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

The content of this certificate is true. I certify. 
Governador Valadares - Minas Gerais, July 9, 2018. 
 

 ----//signature//---- 

Signature of the Registrar/Deputy 

R
E

C
IV

IL
  A

A
 0

04
85

94
43

 M
G

-P
 

 (
C

iv
il 

R
e

g
is

tr
y 

O
ff

ic
e

rs
 A

ss
o

c
ia

ti
o

n
) 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
  

 

HÉLIO REGISTRY OFFICE 
Registrar: Célio Vieira Quintão 
Avenida Santos Dumont, 460 Lourdes 
Governador Valadares - Minas Gerais 
Phone: (33) 3221-1135 / (33) 9 8401-0875 
Email: cartoriodohelio2011@gmail.com 
        cartoriodohelio@gmail.com 

José Dionísio de Carvalho Netto 

AUTHORIZED CLERK 

JUSTICE OF MINAS GERAIS 

HÉLIO REGISTRY OFFICE 
CNPJ: 38.519.708/0001-26 

Civil Registry of Natural Persons 
Second Subdistrict of the City 

HEAD REGISTRAR 
Bachelor Célio Vieira Quintão 

Avenida Santos Dumont, 460 – Phone: (33) 3221-1135 
IN FRONT OF THE LOURDES CHURCH 

35.032-460 - GOVERNADOR VALADARES - MINAS GERAIS - BRAZIL 

JUDICIARY - COURT OF JUSTICE OF THE STATE OF MINAS GERAIS 
JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENT  

HÉLIO REGISTRY OFFICE - Governador Valadares - Minas Gerais 
Digital Seal: CDL22691 - Security Code: 9208.9500.4042.3839 

Code and Quantity of Act(s) Performed: 3 
(7802-7901-1*8101) 

Fees: R$ 41.37 - Judicial Fee: R$ 8.56 - Total: R$ 49.93 
Check the validity at: https://selos.tjmg.jus.br 
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I, Carolina Favero da Silva, telephone number 415 425-2508, mailing address P.O. Box 90487, 

San Diego, CA 92169, certify that the professional translation of this document from Portuguese 

to English has been performed by myself, a qualified translator fluent in both languages, and that 

the following is an accurate and complete translation of the document.  

__________________________________________ Date: August 18, 2025. 
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FEDERATIVE REPUBLIC OF BRAZIL 
CIVIL REGISTRY OF NATURAL PERSONS 

 

1ST SUBDISTRICT OF GOVERNADOR VALADARES – STATE OF MINAS GERAIS 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF GOVERNADOR VALADARES – STATE OF MINAS GERAIS 

RUA ISRAEL PINHEIRO, No. 3164, CENTRO, GOVERNADOR VALADARES – MG, ZIP CODE: 35010-130 
CHIEF REGISTRAR: ANDRÉ DE OLIVEIRA NUNES LEITE 

TELEPHONE: +55 (33) 3221-2622      EMAIL: CARTORIOCLAUDIONOR@GMAIL.COM 

 
 

MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE 
 

NAMES: 
LUÍS CARLOS ALVES DE SOUZA 

VIVIANE DE OLIVEIRA DONDE 
 

REGISTRATION No.: 
0478780155 2009 2 00061 453 0007361 79 

    

FULL BIRTH NAMES, DATES AND PLACES OF BIRTH, NATIONALITY, AND PARENTS' NAMES OF THE SPOUSES 
 

VIVIANE DE OLIVEIRA DONDE, Brazilian, born in Governador Valadares-MG, on August 19, 1988, daughter of JORGE 
LUIZ DONDE and MARIA DO SOCORRO DE OLIVEIRA.// 
 

LUÍS CARLOS ALVES DE SOUZA, Brazilian, born in Governador Valadares-MG, on March 20, 1974, son of PEDRO ALVES 
DE SOUZA and LUIZA MIGUEL DE SOUZA.// 
 

MARRIAGE REGISTRATION DATE (IN FULL)                                                                                                           DAY      MONTH      YEAR 

December fourth, two thousand nine 04/ 12/ 2009 
 

MARRIAGE PROPERTY SYSTEM                     

Partial Community of Property 
 

NAME THAT EACH OF THE SPOUSES HAS BEEN USING (WHEN THERE IS A CHANGE) 

No change. // 
 

 ANNOTATIONS / NOTES TO BE ADDED 

Annotation No. 1 – On 07/19/2016, the DIVORCE of LUÍS CARLOS ALVES DE SOUZA and VIVIANE DE 
OLIVEIRA DONDE was recorded; granted by Judgment on 02/22/2016, which has become final and unappealable, 
issued by the Honorable Judge of Law, Dr. Roberto Apolinário de Castro, of the Conciliation Center of this Judicial 
District, registered in this Office under entry No. 0016895, page 025-V, Book E-00019. There was no name change of 
the parties at the time of the marriage. (The agreement regarding the division of assets was approved by the 
Honorable Judge.) Filed under: 001/19909.// 
Nothing further.// 

Certificate issued by IDELMA – 3:41:50 PM. 
 

Civil Registry Office of Natural Persons of the 1st 
Subdistrict 
Registrar: André de Oliveira Nunes Leite 
Rua Israel Pinheiro, No. 3184 – Centro 
Governador Valadares – MG 
ZIP Code: 35016-130   Telephone: +55 (33) 3221-2622 

The content of the certificate is true. I hereby certify 
Governador Valadares-MG, June 22, 2017. 

 
 ------//signature//------ 

 

Signature of the Registrar 
 

 
 

JUDICIARY OF THE STATE OF MINAS GERAIS 
 JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENT 

   Civil Registry Office of Natural Persons of the 1st 
Subdistrict - MG 

Digital Seal: BMA34425 Security Code: 
3802.7389.7613.0706 - Number of Acts  

Performed: 002 - Fees: R$ 35.63 -  
Judicial Fee: R$ 6.76 - Total: R$ 42.39 

Verify authenticity at: https://selos.tjmg.jus.br 
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I, Marina Viana Silva, telephone number 415 425-2508, mailing address P.O. Box 90487, 
San Diego, CA 92169, certify that I have performed the professional translation of this 
document from Portuguese to English, as a qualified translator fluent in both 
languages, and that the following is an accurate and complete translation of the 
document. 
 

 
____________________________________________     Date: April, 14 2026 
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Exhibit 5 -
Declaration of

Roberta de Souza
Dias with English

Translation



Statement - Roberta Souza Dias 

My name is Roberta Dias. I hereby declare, through this statement, to report in detail my 

entire history, from the beginning of my relationship with my ex-partner up to my escape and 

my current situation. 

I was born and raised in Governador Valadares, Minas Gerais. My childhood was peaceful, 

despite my parents’ separation when I was very young. Both were always present in 
my upbringing, but my mother was the one who raised me. I have always worked since I was 

15 years old, by my own choice, seeking financial independence. My father wanted me to 

only study, but I insisted on working and studying at the same time. 

I met my ex-partner during childhood, as we studied together at school for about four years. 

For a long time, we lost contact until he found me on Facebook in 2017, and we started 

talking again. From then on, we began a long-distance relationship that lasted about seven 

months. 

He had already been living in the United States for 20 years, and he spoke daily about what 

life was like there and how he wanted me to be there with him. Little by little, he convinced 

me to go, promising a better life, saying that we would have a house, a car, and all the 

necessary structure to live together. He paid all my travel expenses, from the visa to the plane 

ticket. I went to the United States believing in his promises and in our relationship. 

Upon arrival, I went to Massachusetts, where I stayed with him for one year in a rented 

apartment. He was recovering from surgery to remove a brain tumor, and I provided the 

support he needed. 

At the beginning of our life together, he was affectionate and attentive, but he soon began to 

show more aggressive behavior, starting arguments that quickly escalated into physical 

assaults. On one such occasion, he had been drinking and started an argument and assaulted 

me. He justified the assault by the use of alcohol and apologized. I was in shock and confused 

about what I was experiencing. The use of alcohol and the assaults became increasingly 

frequent and severe, there were no longer apologies, and I soon discovered that he was also 

using other substances, such as cocaine. 

After a while, he said we were going to Florida, where we were supposedly going to have the 

house and car he had promised. When we got there, I found out that none of that existed. We 

moved into a rented room, and he started preventing me from leaving the house unless he 

allowed it. He began threatening me, saying he would kill me if I left, he beat me frequently 

and kept me under constant surveillance, no longer allowing me to talk to anyone - unless he 

checked my phone. 

I did not speak English and felt that I was trapped with him in that situation. He only allowed 

me to leave the house to work with him at a construction site, carrying construction materials. 

There, he insulted me in front of other people, and I felt ashamed and humiliated, increasingly 
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frightened and with less strength to react to all of it. 

When there was no construction work, I cleaned houses with his permission, but he also took 

all my earnings, leaving only five dollars in the account so it would not be closed. I was 

eventually fired from a cleaning job because I would frequently show up with black eyes and 

other bruises. 

He incurred debts in my name, purchasing a car, cell phones, and other goods. He pretended 

that I was signing documents that would be for my benefit. Since I did not speak English, I 

did not understand what I was signing, and when I questioned the content of the documents, I 

was assaulted. Later, I understood what it was about, as bills began to arrive and collection 

agencies started calling me. At these times, he stayed by my side, forcing me to repeat over 

the phone what he said. I understood that he used my name because his was already in bad 

credit standing. 

He said that I owed him for food expenses, personal expenses, as well as the costs of my 

travel and visa. I was not allowed to buy anything I needed. In addition, he also controlled 

and restricted my food, telling me what I would eat - only rice with eggs - and that I would 

only eat the minimum because that was what I deserved, while he ate abundantly next to me. 

The abuse got worse and worse and happened under any circumstances, even when he wasn’t 
under the influence of substances, but when he was, I already knew it would be worse and I 

would fall into despair. He dragged me by my hair more than once, kicked me, punched me 

in the face, he even broke my tooth, bit me, choked me, stepped on my throat, threatened me 

with a knife, and said he was going to kill me. 

In one instance, he came home angry, claiming that the reason was that I hadn’t cooked his 
dinner. He threw me to the floor and started stomping on my ribs until he broke them. I 

screamed in pain and couldn’t fight back, the pain was so intense, and the force he used 

against me was so overwhelming. With every kick, he said I was good for nothing, not even 

for prostitution, and that I deserved to be beaten. He said my pain was just drama and 

dragged me along when I couldn’t walk. He threw me into the bedroom and said that if I 
screamed, he would kill me. He ran a knife across my face and said he would cut me and that 

I would remember him forever. 

In another incident, he dragged me to the toilet, holding me by the back of my neck, and there 

he dunked my face in the water several times, insulting me. Often, after the attacks, I would 

lock myself in the bathroom to clean my wounds, but he would force his way in and assault 

me even more, pressing my face against the wall and hitting me. I became his punching bag, 

whether he was drunk or not. With every attack and every day, I thought I was going to die. 

No matter how badly I was hurt, he wouldn’t let me seek medical help, because if I went to 
the hospital, they would find out I’d been assaulted, which would expose the situation. On top 

of that, he said that if I reported him, he’d have my mother and my son killed in Brazil, and 
he’d kill me too. 
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Due to the pain and bruises, I was forced to remain isolated at home. I stayed for periods 

ranging from twenty days to two months locked inside the room, taking painkillers until I had 

some healing and was able to appear in public again. I could hardly walk, many times. He 

was afraid that people would see my condition and, therefore, kept me locked inside. 

Because of my cries of pain, my cries for help, and the fact that I had so many bruises, some 

neighbors called the police, but when the officers arrived, I denied everything out of fear of 

the threats. 

His abuse and control over me, along with the feeling that he would never face any 

consequences for his actions, only grew worse. In addition to abusing me at home, he began 

to abuse me in front of others, without caring who was nearby watching the scene. He would 

yell and humiliate me, and many people would ask him to stop, but he ignored them, 

knowing that I would stay silent. 

Although I feared for my own life, I feared far more for the lives of my son and my mother. I 

knew they were also in danger, since, in Brazil, his family knows my family, and there he has 

even greater power and control over everyone than he does in the U.S. 

He also forced me to have sex against my will, often while he was under the influence of 

drugs and watching pornographic videos. When I refused, he would assault me even more. 

I lived in constant fear, with no freedom, unable to talk to my family, because he would 

break my cell phones and monitor all my conversations. 

He kept me completely isolated, I was not allowed to have friends, talk to coworkers, or even 

maintain contact with my family without his supervision. He checked my phone messages 

every day, monitored my location, and if he suspected anything, he would make me leave my 

job. 

It’s important to mention that, on one occasion, I looked at his phone while he was asleep and 

saw messages from other women in Brazil, containing promises just like the ones he made to 

me. That’s when I realized that many other women were being lured into the same situation, 
and I couldn’t contact them because if he found out, I would certainly be killed. 

For years, I tried to run away, but I was always afraid of being caught and killed. I did tell my 

son and my mother, who were in Brazil, a little about what I was going through, but I avoided 

telling them everything out of fear. They asked me to report it to the police, but I didn’t 
because I was afraid. 

However, on one occasion, I gathered the courage and sent a message over the internet to an 

ex-boyfriend named Luiz, who lived in Las Vegas. I told him about my situation and quickly 

deleted the messages, afraid of being discovered. Luiz began exchanging messages with me 

at scheduled times. He tried to help me by buying tickets for me to escape, but I could not 

leave the house without my ex-partner noticing, and the escape plans failed. 
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Finally, after five years in this relationship in this way, in September 2024, I managed to 

escape when he left for work. I said I was going to clean a woman’s house and that I needed 
the money to send to my family in Brazil. I went to the airport and there I called Luiz, who 

bought my ticket. I spent five hours waiting at the airport, terrified, until I was able to board a 

flight to Las Vegas. I knew that if the plan failed, I would be dead and probably my family as 

well. 

As the hours passed, noticing my absence, my ex-partner sent me messages saying that he 

would find me wherever I was and would kill me. I blocked his number and Luiz rescued me 

in Las Vegas. Today I live in Las Vegas, married to Luiz, who helped me start over and feel 

safe and loved. My son receives the protection of his father in Brazil. 

Because he is from the same city as I am in Brazil, my ex-partner and I have mutual contacts, 

and he has used this to try to find me there more than once. He spoke about how easy it 

would be to have me killed as soon as I arrived in Brazil, since he has many relatives and 

contacts there involved in crime who have a strong hold over the region. He has also tried to 

track me down using fake social media profiles. I’ve cut off contact with everyone connected 
to him. 

He left me with many emotional aftereffects. To this day, I am afraid of being found. When 

cars pass near me, my heart races. I have anxiety and panic attacks. I feel afraid when I am 

alone or taking a shower, as I remember the assaults and it feels as if I still see him. Many 

times I have crying episodes and start walking quickly, thinking I saw him when I pass 

someone who looks similar, and in many moments, my husband needs to stay close to me 

when I shower to reassure me that everything is okay and nothing will happen to me 

anymore. Today, even though I am far away, I still live in fear, but I know that returning to 

Brazil could be even more dangerous for me and my family. 

Currently, what I want most is to rebuild my life from scratch, overcome my traumas, 

regularize my situation in the country where I am, and cooperate with the justice system. 

I have not yet been able to properly complete my documentation, as my ex-partner never 

allowed me to obtain an ITIN number. However, I am available to provide further 

information or clarify any necessary points, and to share this story so that justice may be 

served and I may regain the safety, dignity, and freedom that I was deprived of for so many 

years. 

//Roberta’s Signature// 
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I, Carolina Favero da Silva, telephone number 415 425-2508, mailing address P.O. Box 90487, 

San Diego, CA 92169, certify that the professional translation of this document from Portuguese 

to English has been performed by myself, a qualified translator fluent in both languages, and that 

the following is an accurate and complete translation of the document.  

 

__________________________________________ Date: April 15, 2026. 
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Declaração - Roberta Souza Dias 

Meu nome é Roberta Dias. Venho, por meio desta declaração, relatar de forma detalhada toda 
a minha história, desde o início do meu relacionamento com meu ex-companheiro até minha 
fuga e a situação atual. 

Nasci e cresci em Governador Valadares, Minas Gerais. Minha infância foi tranquila, apesar 
da separação dos meus pais quando eu era muito nova. Ambos sempre estiveram presentes na 
minha criação, mas foi minha mãe quem me criou. Sempre trabalhei desde os 15 anos, 
por vontade própria, buscando minha independência financeira. Meu pai queria que eu 
apenas estudasse, mas eu insisti em trabalhar e estudar ao mesmo tempo. 

Conheci meu ex-companheiro ainda na infância, pois estudamos juntos na escola por cerca de 
quatro anos. Durante um bom tempo, perdemos contato, até que ele me encontrou pelo 
Facebook, em 2017, e voltamos a conversar. A partir de então, iniciamos um namoro à 
distância que durou cerca de sete meses.  

Ele já morava nos Estados Unidos há 20 anos, falava diariamente sobre como era a vida lá e 
como queria que eu estivesse lá com ele. Pouco a pouco me convenceu a ir, prometendo uma 
vida melhor, dizendo que teríamos casa, carro e toda a estrutura necessária para vivermos 
juntos. Ele pagou todas as despesas da minha viagem, desde o visto até a passagem. Fui para 
os Estados Unidos acreditando nas suas promessas e na nossa relação. 

Ao chegar, fui para Massachusetts, onde fiquei com ele por um ano em um apartamento 
alugado. Ele estava se recuperando de uma cirurgia para retirada de um tumor na cabeça e eu 
dei o apoio que ele precisava.  

No início do nosso convívio, ele era carinhoso e atencioso, mas logo apresentou um 
comportamento mais agressivo, iniciando brigas, que logo evoluíram para agressões físicas. 
Em uma ocasião dessas, ele havia bebido e começou uma discussão e me agrediu. Ele 
justificou a agressão no uso do álcool e pediu desculpas. Eu fiquei em choque e confusa com 
o que estava vivendo. O uso de álcool e as agressões se tornaram cada vez mais frequentes e
graves, não mais havia pedidos de desculpas e logo descobri que ele fazia uso de outras
substâncias, como cocaína.

Depois de um tempo, ele disse que iríamos para a Flórida, onde supostamente teríamos a casa 
e o carro que ele havia prometido. Chegando lá, descobri que nada disso existia. Fomos 
morar em um quarto alugado e ele começou a me impedir de sair de casa, a não ser que ele 
permitisse. Ele começou a me ameaçar, caso eu fosse embora, dizendo que me mataria, me 
batia com frequência e me mantinha sob vigilância constante, não me permitindo mais falar 
com ninguém - a não ser que ele conferisse meu telefone.  

Eu não falava inglês e sentia que estava presa a ele naquela circunstância. Ele me permitia 
apenas sair de casa para trabalhar com ele, em um local de construção civil, carregando 
materiais de construção. Ali, ele me insultava na frente das pessoas e eu me sentia 
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envergonhada e humilhada, cada vez mais assustada e com menos força para reagir a tudo 
aquilo.  

Quando não havia trabalho na construção, eu fazia limpeza em casas com a sua permissão, 
mas ele também pegava toda a minha remuneração, deixando apenas cinco dólares na conta 
para não ser encerrada. Cheguei a ser demitida de um trabalho de limpeza, pois eu aparecia 
com os olhos roxos e outros hematomas com frequência.  

Ele fez dívidas no meu nome, comprando carro, celulares e outros bens. Ele fingia que 
tomaria minha assinatura para algum documento que seria em meu benefício. Como eu não 
falava inglês, eu não entendia o que estava assinando e quando eu questionava o teor do 
documento, era agredida. Depois entendi do que se tratava, pois começaram a vir cobranças e 
ligavam das instituições de cobrança para falarem comigo. Nesses momentos, ele ficava ao 
meu lado me forçando a repetir no telefone o que ele dizia. Entendi que ele utilizava meu 
nome porque o dele já estava negativado. 

Ele dizia que eu o devia pelas despesas de alimentação, gastos pessoais, além dos custos da 
minha viagem e visto. Eu não podia comprar nada do que eu precisava. Além disso, ele 
também controlava e restringia a minha alimentação, dizendo o que eu comeria - apenas arroz 
com ovo - e que eu só comeria o mínimo porque era o que eu merecia, enquanto ele comia 
com fartura do meu lado.  

As agressões ficaram cada vez piores e aconteciam em qualquer condição, ainda que sem o 
uso de substâncias, mas quando fazia uso delas, eu já sabia que seriam piores e eu entrava em 
desespero. Ele me arrastou pelos cabelos mais de uma vez, me chutava, me dava socos no 
rosto e chegou a quebrar meu dente, me mordia, me enforcava, pisava na minha garganta, 
ameaçava com faca e dizia que iria me matar.  

Em um episódio, chegou em casa com raiva, dizia ele que a causa era a de que eu não havia 
cozinhado o seu jantar. Ele me derrubou no chão e começou a pisar em minhas costelas, até 
quebrá-las. Eu gritava de dor e não conseguia reagir, tamanha dor que sentia e tamanha força 
que ele usava contra mim. A cada chute, ele dizia que eu não servia para nada, nem para me 
prostituir, e que eu merecia apanhar. Dizia que a minha dor era drama e me arrastava quando 
eu não conseguia caminhar. Ele me jogava no quarto e dizia que se eu gritasse iria me matar. 
Passava a faca em meu rosto e dizia que ía me cortar e que eu lembraria dele para sempre.  

Em outro episódio, ele me arrastou até o vaso sanitário, me segurando pela nuca, e ali afogou 
meu rosto várias vezes, me insultando. Muitas vezes, após as agressões, eu me fechava no 
banheiro para limpar as feridas, mas ele conseguia entrar à força e me agredia ainda mais, 
prensando meu rosto contra a parede e me batendo. Eu passei a ser seu saco de pancada, ele 
bêbado ou não. A cada agressão e a cada dia, eu achava que morreria.  

Por mais machucada que eu estivesse, ele não me deixava procurar ajuda médica, pois caso 
eu fosse ao hospital saberiam que eu tinha sido violentada, o que denunciaria a situação. 
Além disso, ele dizia que caso eu o denunciasse mandaria matar minha mãe e meu filho no 
Brasil, além de me matar.  
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Por conta das dores e hematomas eu era obrigada a permanecer em casa reclusa. Ficava por 
períodos de vinte dias até dois meses trancada dentro do quarto, tomando analgésicos até 
apresentar alguma cicatrização e voltar a poder aparecer em público. Eu mal conseguia andar, 
muitas vezes. Ele tinha medo de que vissem meu estado e, assim, me mantinha trancada. 

Em razão dos meus gritos de dor, meus gritos pedindo socorro e por aparecer com muitos 
hematomas, alguns vizinhos chamavam a polícia, mas quando os policiais chegavam, eu 
negava tudo por medo das ameaças.  

As agressões e o domínio dele sobre mim, além de um sentimento de que ele nunca sofreria 
consequência pelos seus atos só cresciam. Além de me agredir dentro de casa, começou a me 
agredir na frente das pessoas, sem se importar com quem estava perto observando a cena. Ele 
gritava me humilhando e muitas pessoas pediam para ele parar, mas ele ignorava e sabia que 
eu ficaria calada. 

Apesar de temer pela minha vida, eu temia muito mais pela vida do meu filho e da minha 
mãe. Eu sabia que eles também corriam risco, já que, no Brasil, a família dele conhece a 
minha família e ali ele tem o domínio e controle de todos de forma ainda mais fácil do que 
nos EUA.  

Ele também me obrigava a ter relações sexuais contra a minha vontade, muitas vezes sob 
efeito de drogas e assistindo vídeos pornográficos. Quando eu recusava, era agredida ainda 
mais. Eu vivia em constante terror, sem liberdade, sem poder falar com minha família, pois 
ele quebrava meus celulares e controlava todas as minhas conversas. 

Ele me mantinha totalmente isolada, não podia ter amigos, conversar com colegas de 
trabalho, nem mesmo manter contato com minha família sem que ele supervisionasse. Ele via 
minhas mensagens de telefone todos os dias, monitorava minha localização e se desconfiasse 
de algo, me fazia sair do trabalho.  

Importante dizer que, certa vez, acessei seu celular enquanto ele dormia e vi que havia 
mensagens com outras mulheres do Brasil, com promessas tais quais as que ele me fazia. Ali 
vi que muitas outras mulheres estavam sendo atraídas para a mesma situação e eu não podia 
me comunicar com elas porque se ele soubesse, eu certamente seria morta. 

Durante anos, tentei fugir, mas sempre tinha medo de ser pega e morta. Cheguei a contar um 
pouco do que vivia ao meu filho e minha mãe que estavam no Brasil, mas eu evitava contar 
tudo por medo. Eles me pediam para denunciar à polícia, mas eu não denunciava por medo. 

No entanto, em uma ocasião, criei coragem e mandei mensagem pela internet para um 
ex-namorado, chamado Luiz, que morava em Las Vegas. Contei a minha situação e logo 
apaguei as mensagens, com medo de ser descoberta. Luiz começou a trocar mensagens 
comigo em horários marcados. Ele tentou me ajudar, comprando passagens para eu fugir, mas 
eu não conseguia sair de casa sem que meu ex-companheiro percebesse e os planos de fuga 
davam errado. 
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Gustavo R. Benejam, Psy.D. 
Licensed Clinical Psychologist 

 

PSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATION - CONFIDENTIAL 

 

 

November 17, 2025 
    

 

Name: Roberta de Souza Dias     

Dates of Evaluation: November 10, 2025 

Examiner:  Gustavo Benejam, Psy.D.  

 

 

REASON FOR REFERRAL 

 

Mrs. Roberta de Souza Dias is a 48-year-old female from Brazil, living in the USA, 

who was referred by her attorney, Otavio Haverroth Silva, for a psychological 

evaluation. The purpose of the evaluation was to assess the psychological and emotional 

functioning and establish diagnostic impressions. More specifically, this evaluation 

aims to assess the extent to which having been the victim of exploitation and abuse in 

her previous relationship in the U.S. has affected Mrs. de Souza Dias emotionally and 

psychologically.   

 

Before beginning, she was informed of the purpose of the evaluation, process, rights, and 

limits of confidentiality. 

 

EXAMINER’S QUALIFICATIONS 

 

I, Gustavo Benejam, Ph.D., confirm the following: 

I am a licensed psychologist in the state of Florida (PY 7387) since 2006.     

 

I earned the following graduate academic degrees from an APA-approved Program: 

M.A. in Psychology (2003)     Carlos Albizu University, Miami, FL 

Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology (2005)    Carlos Albizu University, Miami, FL 

 

I completed a one-year Doctoral Internship (2004-2005) with the Goodman 
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Psychological Center in Miami, Florida.  I completed a one-year post-doctoral placement 

at University of Miami – Jackson Memorial Hospital in Miami, Florida.  

 

I have conducted numerous psychological evaluations assessing different psychological 

conditions and diagnoses.  I am a member of the American Psychological Association 

(APA) and of the Society of Clinical Psychology – Division 12. Obtained Psychology 

Division Annual Award for Research & Scholarly Presentation: PTSD with U. of Miami. 

I have significant training in diagnoses and treatment of PTSD (CBT, Hypnosis, and 

EMDR). Also, I have testified in Court. 

 

Mrs. de Souza Dias was assessed through a psychological evaluation. The visits and time 

employed in this evaluation entail a thoroughly established professional relationship 

according to the standards of psychological practice. Also, this is an objective 

assessment, and the outcome of this evaluation has no impact or relationship to my fees. 

Based on this, Mrs. de Souza Dias is deemed that she received an objective assessment. 

Treatment has been suggested but not offered to further ensure objectivity and the lack of 

conflict of interest. 

 

The purpose of this evaluation is to assess the person’s mental status and establish 

diagnostic impressions.  There is no evidence of malingering in the form of fabrication 

or exaggeration of symptoms. 

 

PSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATION 

Mrs. de Souza Dias was born in Brazil on July 30, 1977 (currently 48 years old). Mrs. de 

Souza Dias was primarily raised by her mother after her parents separated when she was 

young. Although her mother was her main caregiver, her father remained involved and 

provided financial support. Her parents separated because her father wished to be with 

another woman. She has three siblings from her parents together and three additional 

siblings from her father’s side. Her father passed away two years ago from complications 

related to an aneurysm that had been diagnosed 25 years earlier. Mrs. de Souza Dias 

maintains close communication with her family; she speaks with her mother and siblings 

every day, and she also talks to her son daily. She reports having had a stable childhood 

and adolescence without abuse or traumatic experiences.  

Mrs. de Souza Dias completed high school in Brazil. She is currently married and has 

been living with her husband since they were married in the United States on May 24, 

2025. She has one son from a previous relationship, Guilherme, born on April 8, 2003 

(currently 22 years old), who lives independently in Brazil while working and attending 

school. Mrs. de Souza Dias immigrated to the United States in September 2018 and is 

currently employed in house cleaning. 

Mrs. de Souza Dias met her previous relationship partner, Roberto, when she was an 

adolescent in school, and they remained close friends for many years, even though there 

were long periods when they lost contact. Eventually, they reconnected, grew close again, 

and began a long-distance relationship. Roberto frequently attempted to convince her to 

move to the United States, insisting that her life would be much better there and that she 

would be able to help her family and her son. After obtaining her visa through Roberto, 
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she traveled to the U.S. alone and went to Massachusetts, where Roberto was living. 

Roberto paid for all associated costs, including travel expenses, in order for the visa 

interview to take place. Upon arrival, she quickly realized that the car, home, and other 

things he had promised her did not exist. Although she felt uneasy, she loved him deeply 

and chose to ignore these early warning signs. Roberto drank heavily, and the first time 

he became intoxicated, he slapped her across the face, leaving her terrified. He 

apologized afterward, but this behavior soon became a regular occurrence, and over time, 

he grew increasingly aggressive. He would lock her out of the home, refuse to let her go 

to work, and demand that she does everything with him. A neighbor once left a note on 

her door threatening to call the police after frequently hearing her screams; shortly 

afterward, Roberto moved them to a different apartment, and the abuse escalated even 

further. 

Roberto threatened to have her son killed if she reported him to the police. He isolated 

her completely, forbidding her from having any friends, leaving her feeling profoundly 

alone in a country where she knew no one. After a year, they moved to Florida, and 

although she still hoped for the life he had promised her, he rented a nearly empty home, 

and the abuse continued. She eventually begged him to let her work so they could live 

more normally, promising not to disclose anything about the violence. Once she began 

working, the physical assaults continued, and he left her with bruises and black eyes, 

which she hid by making excuses out of fear.  

Roberto took all her earnings and insisted she only worked to give him money. Her 

employer eventually confronted her, stating that no one deserved such treatment. 

Eventually, her employer threatened to call the police after repeatedly seeing her covered 

in bruises. Mrs. de Souza Dias pleaded with her not to, terrified of Roberto’s threats to 

kill her and harm her son in Brazil. That same day, when she returned home, Roberto 

violently attacked her, pushing her to the ground, kicking her, and breaking one of her 

ribs. He put her on the bed while her face and lip bled heavily. When she begged for 

medical help, he told her to be quiet, dragged a knife from her neck to her stomach, and 

threatened to cut her in half if she continued screaming. She spent two months bedridden 

without help. Roberto drank constantly, used cocaine, blasted music all night, and 

frequently assaulted her without warning. He once burnt her face with a vape and refused 

to let her seek medical care. He always monitored her location and forced her to work 

alongside him in construction, making her carry heavy demolition debris and materials. 

He hit her in the houses where they worked and regularly insulted her, calling her 

degrading names. He forced her to cook even when she was exhausted, criticized her 

food, and once beat her so severely in the shower that she fainted, leaving her to wake up 

alone, bleeding, and disoriented. He then demanded that she fix the food while still 

wrapped only in a towel, despite her pain and nausea. 

During a child’s birthday gathering hosted by his cousin, a woman approached Mrs. de 

Souza Dias to talk. Roberto immediately pulled Mrs. de Souza Dias out of the party, 

accused her of disrespect, and began punching her in the face in front of everyone. He 

dragged her by the hair to the car and punched her repeatedly while driving. At home, he 

continued the attack, pulling her by the hair across the floor, hitting her violently, and 

leaving her bleeding. Throughout this time, she had no access to money because he took 
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all of it, and her mother had to pay for her son’s rent in Brazil. She worked long hours, 

sometimes overnight, believing that her labor would help her son, while Roberto insisted, 

she had only come to the U.S. to serve him. He controlled her food, allowing her only 

rice and one egg per day, monitoring everything she ate. His sexual abuse was severe and 

ongoing; when intoxicated, he would force her to remain beside him as he watched 

pornography while using illegal substances. He tore her clothes, forced her to stay naked, 

mandated sexual acts, and physically assaulted her when she refused. She tried hiding 

from him, but he would break down doors and drag her back to the bedroom. She 

attempted to change her behavior in hopes of reducing the violence, even pleading with 

him emotionally, but he insisted she obey him because she was “his wife,” leaving her 

feeling enslaved. 

The only person she was allowed limited contact with was a woman named Leticia, from 

whom she secretly obtained a phone number. Leticia called the police several times, but 

out of fear, Mrs. de Souza Dias denied the abuse each time. She later reached out to an 

ex-boyfriend, Luiz, whom she had dated 18 years earlier. Upon learning what she was 

experiencing, Luiz immediately tried to help her escape and purchased a plane ticket. She 

attempted to flee multiple times, but fear and Roberto’s unpredictability stopped her. She 

deleted conversations and changed contact names to avoid being caught. On her third 

attempt, when Roberto finally left for work, she grabbed a backpack, called an Uber, and 

fled using the ticket Luiz had bought her. After her escape, Roberto created fake accounts 

to threaten her and her son, but she blocked all of them. Due to the lasting physical 

injuries from the abuse, she still cannot lift heavy objects or work for long periods. 

Even after escaping, Mrs. de Souza Dias continues to experience intense fear and 

hypervigilance. When alone, especially in the shower, she feels as if Roberto is present 

and panics. She often believes cars are following her and sometimes sees his face in her 

mind. She wakes up crying, begging him to stop, and frequently dreams of being attacked 

again. She eventually confided in her mother and later her son, though she withheld many 

details to protect her son’s mental health. Her husband (Luiz) has been her primary 

source of emotional stability and support, helping her through her sadness, panic attacks, 

and ongoing fear. She was with Roberto for six years and finally escaped in October 

2024. At her lowest points, she experienced suicidal thoughts, but her mother, her son, 

and her faith helped her remain hopeful enough to survive and ultimately leave the toxic 

relationship she was in.  

During the evaluation, Mrs. de Souza Dias described enduring years of severe physical, 

emotional, sexual, and psychological abuse at the hands of her former partner, including 

repeated beatings, threats to her life and her son’s life, extreme isolation, financial 

control, forced labor, and ongoing sexual coercion. As she recounted these events, she 

uncontrollably sobbed throughout the session, frequently pausing to regain her 

composure and taking sips of water in an effort to calm her nerves. The emotional 

intensity of her reactions made clear the profound trauma she continues to carry from the 

extensive abuse she suffered. 

Mrs. de Souza Dias reported no previous history of working with psychologists or 

therapists but expressed a strong interest in beginning treatment, recognizing her current 

emotional needs. Medically, she underwent surgery two months ago for a potential 
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cancer, during which her uterus and fallopian tubes were removed. She is currently taking 

the following medication: 

• Estradiol 1 MG (hormone)  

She acknowledged experiencing occasional suicidal ideation in the past, but explained 

that thoughts of her husband, mother, and son help redirect her during those moments. 

She denied any plan or intent to harm herself. She also reported no history of legal 

involvement. 

CURRENT PRESENTATION 

 

Cognitive Functioning 

 

Regarding her cognitive and emotional functioning, Mrs. de Souza Dias reported 

significant difficulties that emerged as a direct result of the prolonged physical, 

emotional, and sexual abuse she endured in her former relationship. She described 

ongoing problems with concentration, frequently losing track of her thoughts and 

struggling to remain focused, particularly when reminded of past traumatic events. She 

endorsed pronounced emotional exhaustion, diminished motivation, and a loss of interest 

in activities she once enjoyed. Mrs. de Souza Dias reported persistent anxiety, episodes of 

panic, and a continuous state of hypervigilance, explaining that she often feels watched or 

followed and sometimes sees Roberto’s face in her mind. She experiences a deep sense of 

detachment at times and noted that her self-esteem was severely impacted by years of 

belittlement, degradation, and threats. Even now, certain triggers, such as being alone in 

the shower, seeing the same model of his car, or hearing noises outside, provoke intense 

fear responses, reflecting the enduring psychological effects of the abuse. 

 

Behavioral Observations 

Mrs. de Souza Dias reported experiencing increasing isolation and a diminished interest 

in activities she once enjoyed, noting that these changes began during her prolonged 

exposure to severe domestic violence. She described persistent fatigue and explained that 

she actively avoids places, situations, or sensory triggers, such as being alone in the 

shower, that remind her of the traumatic experiences she endured with her former partner. 

Despite these emotional challenges, she emphasized her determination to rebuild her life 

and not allow the abuse to define her, expressing motivation to heal and move forward. 

During the clinical interview, Mrs. de Souza Dias was appropriately dressed and 

groomed. Her thought processes were coherent and logical, and her psychomotor 

functioning appeared within normal limits. However, when discussing the years of 

physical, emotional, and sexual abuse she endured, she became visibly tearful and 

emotionally overwhelmed. She endorsed frequent feelings of sadness, nervousness, and 

heightened stress, which were evident throughout the evaluation. Although no objective 

memory deficits were observed, she demonstrated noticeable difficulty with 

concentration and presented with symptoms consistent with trauma-related anxiety and 

depression when recounting her experiences. She remained fully oriented to time, place, 

person, and situation. 
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Her affect was notably constricted, and she exhibited clear signs of anxiety and emotional 

distress throughout the interview. Despite this, her insight and judgment were intact, and 

she demonstrated the ability to reflect meaningfully on her experiences and current 

emotional state. She explicitly denied current suicidal or homicidal ideation. Mrs. de 

Souza Dias was actively engaged in the assessment process, and her effort was 

consistent, supporting the validity and reliability of the information obtained during this 

evaluation. 

 

ASSESSMENT MEASURES ADMINISTERED 

 

Clinical Interview  

Mental Status  

Brief Mental Health Screen  

Beck Symptom Inventory (BSI)  

Patient Health Questionnaire (PHQ-9) (Depression Scale)  

Generalized Anxiety Disorder 7-item (GAD-7) 

Miller Forensic Assessment of Symptoms Test (M-FAST) 

PTSD Checklist- Version 5 (PCL-5)  

 

PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTING RESULTS  

 

Mental Status:  

 

Mrs. de Souza Dias demonstrated proper orientation with respect to time, place, and 

person. She was able to spell a word presented to her backwards without difficulty. In 

addition, she exhibited strong reasoning skills when responding to hypothetical and 

symbolic scenarios, reflecting well-developed abstract thinking abilities. Her responses 

consistently reflected sound judgment when presented with various situations, indicating 

logical and reasonable thought processes. Overall, these findings suggest that Mrs. de 

Souza Dias’s cognitive abilities are within the normal range and confirm that she was 

capable of actively and meaningfully participating in the assessment. 

 

The brief mental health screen includes symptoms listed in the American Psychiatric 

Association's Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders Fifth Edition (DSM-

5) endorse the presence of the most common mental health disorders found in the 

population. The results of this screen support the presence of abuse, PTSD, depression, 

and anxiety in Mrs. de Souza Dias. As part of this screen, Mrs. de Souza Dias mentioned 

being fearful and worried about past events.  

 

The Beck Symptom Inventory instrument provides patient-reported data to support 

clinical decision-making at intake and during treatment in multiple settings. The BSI 

helps assess patients and objectively support care management decisions.  

 

Mrs. de Souza Dias’s BSI symptom profile reveals a pattern and magnitude to be 

considered in the clinical range and qualifies as a positive clinical case. The symptomatic 
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distress levels are clearly defined as being in the clinical range, which suggests that a 

more intensive and detailed evaluation of mental status is called for.  

 

 
 

The overall intensity of distress is somewhat elevated and has endorsed many clinical 

symptoms. Mrs. de Souza Dias reveals scores on multiple primary symptom dimensions 

that are elevated and in the clinical range. For example, the General Severity Index T-

Score of 80 (> 99th percentile) is severely elevated.  

 

The Patient Health Questionnaire (PHQ-9) resulted in a score of 22 and is in the 

Severe range of depression. Importantly, she reported minimal suicidal ideation. 

When asked about this, she reported that she sometimes experiences negative 

thoughts but is reminded of her family, which helps motivate and ground her. She 

denied any form of suicidal plan or intent.  

 

The Generalized Anxiety Disorder 7-item (GAD-7)’s score of 16 is in the Severe range 

of anxiety.  

 

Mrs. de Souza Dias’s PTSD Check List- (PCL-5) scored 60 out of 80. Mrs. de Souza 

Dias’s score indicates that she meets the DSM-V diagnostic criteria for Post-Traumatic 

Stress Disorder (PTSD), (between 31-33 is indicative of probable PTSD). The PCL-5 is a 

20-item self-report measure that assesses the 20 DSM-5 symptoms of PTSD. The PCL-5 
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is a psychometrically sound measure of DSM-5 PTSD. It is valid and reliable, useful in 

quantifying PTSD symptom severity.  

 

Lastly, Mrs. de Souza Dias was administered the Miller Forensic Assessment of 

Symptoms Test (MFAST), a measure of effort testing specifically designed to identify 

attempts to malinger and/or exaggerate symptoms. Mrs. de Souza Dias’s score is 

representative of an individual who is not malingering. 

 

DIAGNOSES 

 

Posttraumatic Stress Disorder 

The following symptoms are present: 

1. Exposure to actual or threatened death, serious injury, or sexual violence by 

directly experiencing the traumatic event, witnessing in others, or by repeated or 

extreme exposure to aversive details of the event. 

2. The presence of intrusion symptoms associated with the traumatic event such 

as: intrusive memories about the event, recurrent distressing dreams in which the 

content and/or effect of the dream are related to the traumatic event, and/or 

dissociative reactions (e.g., flashbacks) in which the individual acts as if the 

traumatic event were occurring. 

3. Persistent avoidance of stimuli associated with the traumatic event such as 

avoidance of or efforts to avoid distressing memories, thoughts, or feelings about 

or closely associated with the traumatic events. Avoidance of or efforts to avoid 

external reminders that arouse distressing memories, thoughts or feelings about or 

closely associated with the traumatic event. 

4. Negative alterations in cognitions and mood associated with the traumatic 

event, beginning or worsening after the traumatic event occurred.  These 

alterations in cognition or mood may include the inability to remember important 

aspects of the trauma. Persistent and exaggerated negative beliefs or expectations 

about oneself, others, or the world.  Persistent or distorted cognitions about the 

cause or consequences of the traumatic event which lead to self-blame.  Persistent 

negative emotional state.  Diminished interest or participation in significant 

activities.  Feelings of detachment or estrangement from others. Inability to 

experience positive emotions.  

5. Marked alterations in arousal and reactivity associated with the traumatic event 

such as irritable behavior and angry outbursts.  Reckless or self-destructive 

behavior.  Hyper-vigilance.  Exaggerated startle response.  Problems with 

concentration.  Sleep disturbance. 

 

Persistent Depressive Disorder  - DSM-5 Criteria 

 

A. Depressed mood for most of the day, for more days than not, as indicated by 

subjective account or observation by others, for at least 2 years.  

 

B. Presence while depressed of two or more of the following: 

Poor appetite or overeating 
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Insomnia or hypersomnia 

Low energy or fatigue 

Low self-esteem 

Poor concentration or difficulty making decisions 

Feelings of hopelessness 

 

C. During the 2-year period of the disturbance, the person has never been without 

symptoms from the above two criteria for more than 2 months at a time. 

D. Criteria for MDD may be continuously present for 2 years, in which case patients 

should be given comorbid diagnoses of persistent depressive disorder and MDD. 

E. This has never been a manic episode, a mixed episode, or a hypomanic episode 

and the criteria for cyclothymia have never been met. 

F. The symptoms are not better explained by a psychotic disorder. 

G. The disturbance is not due to the direct physiological effects of a substance (e.g., 

a drug of abuse or a medication) or a general medical condition. 

H. The symptoms cause clinically significant distress or impairment in important 

areas of functioning. 

 

Code Descriptor 

F41.12 Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), Chronic 

F34.1  Persistent Depressive Disorder, Severe, with Anxious Distress 

 

SUMMARY 

 

The conclusions shown below are based on the clinical interview and on the results of 

objective psychological assessments. 

 

In my professional opinion, Mrs. de Souza Dias meets the diagnostic criteria for Post-

Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and Persistent Depressive Disorder, Severe, with 

Anxious Distress, stemming from the abuse she endured during her romantic relationship 

with Robert in the United States. Mrs. de Souza Dias’s clinical presentation reflects a 

severe and pervasive trauma-related symptom profile that has profoundly impaired her 

emotional well-being and day-to-day functioning. These symptoms are directly linked to 

the prolonged physical, emotional, psychological, and sexual abuse she endured over the 

course of six years. She experiences persistent anxiety, hypervigilance, fear of being 

followed, and frequent intrusive memories of the assaults. She also reported chronic 

fatigue, irritability, disrupted sleep, diminished interest in previously enjoyed activities, 

avoidance of triggers associated with the abuse, and difficulties with concentration. Her 

trauma symptoms remain intense and destabilizing, despite her strong motivation to heal. 

Clinically, Mrs. de Souza Dias has developed long-standing psychological difficulties 

rooted in the extreme coercion, threats, physical assaults, forced sexual acts, financial 

control, and isolation imposed by her former partner. Years of being belittled, threatened 

with death, restricted from eating or socializing, and forced into labor under constant 

surveillance severely damaged her self-esteem and sense of personal safety. She reported 

past suicidal thoughts during the relationship, though she denied any intent or plan, and 
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she continues to struggle with the lasting emotional and physical consequences of the 

abuse. Even now, she becomes panicked when alone in the shower, feels watched when 

outside, sees flashes of Roberto’s face, and awakens crying from nightmares in which she 

relives the violence. These symptoms are consistent with significant trauma-related 

distress. 

The conditions that contributed to her psychological injury included: repeated physical 

beatings resulting in visible bruises, black eyes, and a fractured rib; sexual coercion and 

forced sexual acts while Roberto was intoxicated and using drugs; prolonged periods of 

captivity inside the home; starvation and controlled food intake; forced manual labor 

under threats; constant monitoring of her location; death threats directed at both her and 

her son; and extreme isolation from all social supports. She endured these abuses without 

access to medical care, financial autonomy, or the ability to seek help safely due to 

Roberto’s surveillance and threats of retaliation. 

Given the severity and chronicity of her symptoms, ongoing trauma-focused 

psychotherapy with a licensed clinician is strongly recommended. While she has 

demonstrated notable resilience, her prognosis remains guarded due to the depth of her 

psychological injuries, the intensity of her current symptoms, and the retraumatizing 

nature of recalling episodes of severe violence. 

Remaining in the United States represents the safest and most stable environment for 

Mrs. de Souza Dias’s continued recovery. Here, she has access to consistent medical 

care, psychological treatment, physical safety, and a supportive husband, resources that 

she reports were unavailable to her in Brazil. She expressed significant fear that returning 

to Brazil would expose her to emotional destabilization, reduced access to adequate care, 

and increased vulnerability, given the country’s limited protections and her lack of safety 

there. Returning would also represent a profound emotional setback, as she has worked 

tirelessly to escape her abuser and rebuild her life. 

Overall, a stable, supportive, and violence-free environment within the United States 

offers Mrs. de Souza Dias the best chance for psychological healing, improved 

functioning, and the opportunity to continue rebuilding her life with dignity, safety, and 

hope for the future. 

 

 
Gustavo Benejam, Psy.D. 

Licensed Clinical Psychologist  

Lic. PY7387 
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Exhibit 7 - Eligibility
Requirement:

Evidence of Severe
Form of Trafficking /
Physical Presence /
Community Ties /

Good Moral
Character: Letters of

Support.
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________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

I, Eliana Francisca de Souza Dias,  

hereby report the years of torment and 

suffering my daughter went through 

while she was with Roberto Martins. They 

have known each other since childhood. 

After some years, this man appeared with 

miraculous promises for my daughter to  

go to the United States. He promised her a  

 life of comfort and many privileges. I was  

suspicious, but he convinced her in such a 

way that she believed only what he said 

was right. We are humble people, but we 

have enough to live. It didn’t take long for 

me to find out that he was beating her. She 

worked with him in construction, but she 

didn’t have a single penny. She lived in a 

small room, her clothes stored in a black  
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________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

trash bag, living a terrible life. I was  

constantly on edge because she would call 

me, and I could hear him hitting her. A 
 

broken tooth, a face disfigured from so many 

blows. For me, it was unbearable suffering, 

and there was nothing I could do. I almost 

didn’t eat because I had good food to eat 

while my daughter survived on just rice and 

eggs. Her clothes were donations because she 

couldn’t afford to buy them. I lived through 

years of suffering because of what she 

endured with him. That was only when  

Luiz found out and decided to help. She 

had to escape in order to get out of that 

suffering. Today I am at peace because Luiz  

is a good person, and with him, it’s a new life. 

Eliana 
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I, Carolina Favero da Silva, telephone number 415 425-2508, mailing address P.O. Box 90487, 

San Diego, CA 92169, certify that the professional translation of this document from Portuguese 

to English has been performed by myself, a qualified translator fluent in both languages, and that 

the following is an accurate and complete translation of the document.  

 

__________________________________________ Date: February 18, 2026. 
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Guilherme Souza Froes, son of Roberta de Souza Dias 

 

My mother has always been a strong woman. From a very young age, she was 
hardworking and dedicated. She raised me and educated me on her own, caring and 
loving. My mother met Roberto on social media, where they began exchanging 
messages. Over time, they started dating. He seemed to be a good man. As the 
months went by, he began inviting her to go to the United States, where he said he 
would marry her and give her a peaceful life. He sent photos of a car, saying he had 
bought it for her, and showed her a beautiful house, saying it was his. She was very 
happy and told me that she was leaving to marry him and that in America she would 
have the opportunity to give me a better life. She got her visa and left. 
 

She worked, raised money, and left. Upon arriving in the United States, everything he 
had promised and claimed to have was a lie. As the months went by, I noticed that my 
mother was losing her joy, and sadness was taking over. I have always been her best 
friend, and she told me everything about her life. She told me Roberto had changed, he 
had become aggressive, fighting, and assaulting her. He was everything she had in 
America, she had nobody else to talk to, nowhere else to go. He manipulated her 
psychologically, saying things that left her feeling terrible, such as: “no one will want 
you, you are worthless, no one will ever accept you”. He made my mother give him her 
entire paycheck for a long time to pay for the cost of her trip to America. My mother 
became increasingly distressed, and I, unable to help, felt deeply anguished. 
 

As the years went by, he began beating her severely. Her face became covered with 
marks, and my mother’s eyes turned purple from all the punches he struck her with. He 
broke her tooth and her rib without allowing her to go to the hospital because he was 
afraid of being arrested for assault. She had to endure the pain alone at home. He said 
that if he were ever arrested, he would kill her. The neighbors heard the assaults and 
called the police, but my mother could not do anything because he was threatening her. 
It is very painful for me to see my mother in that situation and be unable to do anything. 
He made my mother work in construction so that he would not have to hire someone 
else and treated her like a slave. When he allowed her to work as a house cleaner, he 
made her go to the bank and withdraw all the money for him. He said the money had to 
stay with him. 
 

She was totally desperate. She sent me photos and videos of herself crying, saying 
that she wanted to leave, but he said that if she left the house, he would kill her. My 
mother said that she was afraid, and I also became desperate, not knowing what to do. 
She told me that she had already tried to escape twice, but he always found her. One 
day, he took her cell phone and broke it, saying that she no longer needed to speak 
with me. I went more than a week without hearing from her. Then she managed to call 
me crying, asking for help, saying that she could not take it anymore. She said that if 
anything happened, it would be his fault. I begged her to leave that place, but she said 
there was no way because he controlled everything. 
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My mother cried all the time, saying that she no longer saw a way out and that she just 
wanted to return to Brazil. I tried in every possible way to get help, but it was difficult 
because she was in another country and he would not allow her to communicate with 
anyone. 
 

I suffered alongside my mother; we cried together, especially when he injured her face, 
treated her like a slave, and we could do nothing. I even began to think that I would 
never see my mother again, that at any moment he could come home high and kill her. 
My mother decided to confide in an ex-boyfriend of hers who lived in Las Vegas, and 
she decided to tell him everything that was happening. He began helping her escape 
from Roberto. This ex-boyfriend’s name is Luis. He even paid for the ticket so that my 
mother could flee, but on that day Roberto did not go to work, and my mother became 
afraid that he would kill her. She called me crying, and I begged her to call the police 
and leave that house, but he had threatened her so much that she was terrified of him. 
The next day Roberto went to work, and then my mother called Luis, who immediately 
bought her another ticket, and finally my mother escaped from that monster. Luis was 
an angel sent by God to rescue my mother. She married Luis, who treats her with great 
affection and cares for her psychological well-being. Every day, we do everything we 
can to help her feel completely well again, but the trauma and the scars that remain do 
not allow her to be at peace. 
 

10/18/2025 

---//signature//--- 
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Guilherme Souza Froes, Filho.de Roberta de souza Dias. 
1 

Minha mãe sempre foi guerreira, Desde multo nova esforçada e trabalhadora. Me criou e 
me educou sozinha, carinhosa, amorosa.Minha mãe encontrou o Roberto nas rede social, 
onde começaram a trocar mensagens. Com o tempo, começaram a namorar. Ele parecia 
ser uma homem de bem. Com o passar dos meses, começou a convidar ela para Ir para 
o Estados Unidos onde ele ia casar com ela, dar uma vida tranquila. Mandava foto de 
carro falando que comprou para ela, mostrava uma casa linda falando que era dele. Ela 
estava muito feliz e me falou que ia embora para casar com ele e que na América ia ter 
oportunidade de me dar uma vida melhor. Ela tirou o visto e foi embora 

Ela trabalhava, juntou dinheiro e foi embora. Chegando nos Estados Unidos, tudo que ele 
prometeu e falava que tinha era tudo mentira. Com o passar dos meses, notei que minha 
mãe estava perdendo a alegria e a tristeza tomava conta. Eu sempre fui o melhor amigo 
dela, me contava tudo da vida dela. Ela me relatava que o Roberto tinha mudado, se 
tornara muito agressivo, com brigas e agressões. Ela só tinha ele na América, não tinha 
com quem conversar, não tinha para onde Ir. Ele mexia com o psicológico dela, dizendo 
palavras que a deixavam mal, como: "Ninguém vai te querer, você é um lixo, nenhuma 
pessoa vai te aceitar." Ele fez minha mãe dar o salário todo dela por um bom tempo para 
ele, para pagar os custos da passagem dela para a América. Minha mãe foi ficando mais 
abalada e eu, sem poder ajudar, ficava muito angustiada. 

Com o passar dos anos, ele passou a bater muito nela. O rosto dela ficou cheio de 
marcas, os olhos da minha mãe ficaram roxos de tanto soco que ele dava no rosto dela. 
Ele quebrou o dente e a costela dela sem deixar que ela fosse no hospital com medo de 
ser preso por agressão, ela teve que aguentar a dor sozinha em casa, ele disse que se 
acontecesse de ele ser preso, que a mataria. Os vizinhos escutavam as agressões, e 
chamavam a polícia, mas minha mãe não podia fazer nada porque estava sendo 
ameaçada por ele. Para mim é muito triste ver minha mãe nessa situação e não poder 
fazer nada. Ele fazia minha mãe trabalhar na construção para que ele não precisasse 
contratar outra pessoa e fazia ela de escrava, quando ele deixava ela trabalhar como 
faxineira, fazia ela ir no banco e retirar todo o dinheiro para ele, ele dizia que o dinheiro 
tinha que ficar com ele. 

Ela ficava totalmente desesperada . Ela me mandava fotos e vídeos chorando, dizendo 
que queria ir embora, mas ele dizia que se ela saísse de casa, ele ia matá-la. Minha mãe 
dizia que tinha medo, e eu também ficava desesperado, sem saber o que fazer. Ela me 
contou que já tinha tentado fugir duas vezes, mas ele sempre a encontrava. Um dia, ele 
pegou o celular dela e quebrou, dizendo que ela não precisava mais falar comigo. Eu 
fiquei mais de uma semana sem notícia dela. Foi quando ela conseguiu me ligar 
chorando, pedindo ajuda, dizendo que não aguentava mais. Ela falava que se algo 
acontecesse, era culpa dele. Eu implorei para ela sair de lá, mas ela dizia que não tinha 
como, porque ele controlava tudo. 

8787878787



Minha mãe chorava o tempo todo, dizendo que não via mais salda, que só queria voltar 
pro Brasil. Tentei de todas as formas buscar ajuda, mas era dlflcll, porque ela estava em 
outro pais e ele não deixava ela se comunicar com ninguém. 

Eu sofri junto com minha mãe, chorávamos juntos, principalmente quando ele 
machucava o rosto dela , fazia ela de escrava e não podia mos fazer nada. Cheguei a 
pensar que não la ver minha mãe mais, que a qualquer momento ele podia chegar 
drogado e matar ela. Minha mãe resolveu desabafar com um ex namorado dela que 
morava em Las Vegas, ela resolveu contar tudo que estava acontecendo para ele. Ele 
começou a ajudar ela a fugir do Roberto . Esse ex namorado dela se chama Luls, ele 
chegou a pagar a passagem para que minha mãe fugisse, mas no dia o Roberto não foi 
trabalhar, e minha mãe ficou com medo dele matar ela. ela me ligou çhorando e eu pedi 
para que ela chamasse a policia e fosse embora daquela casa, mas ele a ameaçou tanto 
que ela estava com muito medo dele. No outro dia o Roberto foi trabalhar, aí minha mãe 
ligou para o Luís que Imediatamente comprou outra passagem para ela, e finalmente 
minha mãe escapou daquele monstro. O Luís foi um anjo que Deus mandou para resgatar 
minha mãe, ela casou com o Luís que a trata com muito carinho, cuida dó psicológico 
dela, todos os dias nos fazemos de tudo para que ela consiga se sentir bem 100% 
novamente, mas os traumas e as marcas que ficaram não deixam ela ficar em paz. 

10/18/2025
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I, Luis Carlos Alves de Souza, hereby provide this statement to report that 
in 2007 I was in a relationship with Roberta for a period of six months in 
Governador Valadares, Brazil. 

After a long time, I came to the United States and she got my phone 
number from a friend, and we started talking. Over time, she began to tell me that 
she had been experiencing years of terror with Roberto, that he beat her a lot. He 
had taken her out of Brazil and promised her a peaceful life, that they would get 
married, and that by his side she would be very happy. 

She trusted in his words and came to the United States. Upon arriving 
here, the reality was different. He began to beat her severely and kept her in 
captivity. He threatened her and said that if she told anyone, he would kill her. He 
kept her in forced labor, making her hand over all the money to him, using the 
money to buy drugs and alcoholic beverages, and he also said that she would 
have to work for the rest of her life to pay what he had spent to bring her to the 
United States. He wouldn’t allow her to have food, and most of the time would 
feed her rice and egg, saying that it was all she deserved.  

She was heavily humiliated, as he used to say that she would only be free 
when he was dead. 

He threatened her and her son if she told anyone. 
 She used to secretly send me pictures by WhatsApp showing him 

watching pornographic movies on TV and always deleted them out of fear of him 
finding out. She always reported that he used to rape her. I always told her to call 
the police, but she was afraid to. She always reported to me that she was in a lot 
of pain every time he raped her 

I tried to contact a friend who might be able to help her in Florida, but she 
used to ask me not to tell anyone, as she was at great risk of dying if he 
discovered it.  

I strongly urged her to leave everything behind and flee from there to my 
house, and to leave that monster behind. 

I met a friend of hers named Letícia, who helped me encourage her to 
leave and come to Las Vegas, NV. 

There were two attempts, and she was unable to leave because she was 
terrified. 

The third time, she managed to gather the courage, and Letícia took her 
to the airport, leaving clothes behind, as well as many things she had brought 
from Brazil, such as her jewelry. 

After she arrived here, we started dating again, and I saw a completely 
different woman, psychologically deeply shaken, but very excited to start her life 
over. 

We got married, and today I take very good care of her. I give her complete 
freedom, something she did not have. A lot of affection as well. 

She still has nightmares and panic attacks. Many times she wakes up 
crying at night. Sometimes she is home alone, or in the bedroom or in the shower, 
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and hears any noise and becomes terrified, afraid that it is him who has come 
here to kill her. 

We are trying psychological treatment so that she can recover. We will fight 
very hard for Roberto to be arrested, because this kind of monster could be doing 
the same thing to some other woman. 

I will fight very hard so that she recovers soon and can be very happy. She 
deserves to be that cheerful person with a bright smile again! 

 

 

Luis Carlos Alves de Souza                    
Nov. 18, 2025                                                ----//signature//---- 
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I, Elisa de Freitas, hereby state that I was Roberta’s neighbor, and I helped her get a 
job working with me at the same cleaning company. There were days when she would 
arrive crying a lot, trying to hide it, with bruises on her face and arms, and looking very 
distressed, so I asked her what had happened, and out of fear, she would always say 
that she had hit her face on a door, she would put on a lot of makeup to try to hide the 
bruises, but even so, it was clear that she was badly bruised. It was evident that she 
was being physically abused regularly. Since I lived next door to her, I could hear 
Roberto beating her. Neighbors would call the police, but nothing would happen to him. 
One day, she decided to open up to me and told me that he would take all of her 
money; she was only allowed to work with him in construction, where he would order 
her to do tasks, and if she made a mistake, he would beat her. She had to give him all 
of her earnings, and he would spend it on drugs, alcohol, and partying. He would go 
out and leave her locked inside the house so she could not leave. I personally went to 
her house and saw her locked in a room through the window. He threatened her with a 
knife and choked her, saying that if she reported him to the police, he would have her 
son in Brazil killed and would also have her killed; he was very cowardly, narcissistic, 
and cold. One day, I invited her to lunch at my house, since it was next door, and he 
allowed her to go to my house and return afterward. We were in the backyard when he 
arrived, holding a drink, threw vodka in her face, and dragged her away by her hair; I 
shouted at him to stop hitting her and said I would call the police, that was when he let 
her go, and they went back inside the house. He treated her very badly in front of 
others; she could no longer endure the situation she had been living in for years. One 
day, she told me that she had managed to get the phone number of her ex-boyfriend, 
who lived in Las Vegas. She would talk to him and delete the messages so Roberto 
would not see them. Luis was deeply affected by the level of abuse she was enduring. 
One day, she told me she was going to escape and that Luis would pay for her ticket 
and welcome her in Las Vegas. Roberto left to prepare a construction estimate, and 
that was when she called me, and I managed to open the door, which was locked. She 
called an Uber, we said goodbye, and she left. Today, I claim justice for everything this 
man did to a suffering woman, humiliated, held in captivity, and subjected to forced 
labor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12/15/2025 
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I, Leana Carla de Souza, hereby provide my testimony about Roberta. I met Roberta 
through Roberto, it was my birthday, and I invited her to go with him. He brought her, 
and we were celebrating when he started asking everyone at the party to lend him 
money. She told us not to give him any money because it was to buy drugs. He heard 
her telling us not to give him any money, and he took her into the living room. When I 
looked into the living room, he was on top of her on the couch, punching her in the face, 
slapping her, and punching her in the head. When I looked from the balcony where I 
was celebrating my birthday, I could see everything, so we ran into the living room to 
pull him off her. He was choking her and saying horrible things.  We told him that we 
were going to call the police on him. She begged, for the love of God, not to call. I 
could see the fear in her eyes. She was crying a lot and pleading with us not to call the 
police because he had threatened her. There were marks from his fingers on her neck, 
and her face was completely red from so many punches and slaps. We managed to get 
him off her. I took her to my bedroom and told her that I had a home and that I was 
going to get her out of that suffering and find her decent work. I truly wished I could 
have done all of that for her. She did not deserve to go through everything she went 
through, but he took her out of the bedroom and took her away. I was very saddened by 
that situation. I had never seen a woman be beaten so badly. After that, I only saw her 
one more time because she did not leave the house, but we spoke on WhatsApp, where 
she confided that she could no longer endure being beaten for years, working and 
having to hand over all her money to him. He deceived her by promising her a 
wonderful life here in America. He took her from Brazil to be his slave. She worked in 
construction like a man, and he humiliated her in front of everyone, just as he did in my 
house. A strong woman, she endured everything until an angel appeared, who is now her 
husband, and took her away. I talk with her nowadays and see the joy in her eyes. Her 
husband does everything for her. She is receiving psychological treatment and was 
given a new life. Now I am happy to see that she is in good hands, and each day she 
tries to overcome everything in order to rebuild her life. 
 

 

12/18/2025                                                                            ----//signature//---- 
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accurate and complete translation of the document. 
____________________________________________     Date: April 15, 2026. 
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Exhibit 8 - Country
Conditions: Brazil



BRAZIL (Tier 2 Watch List)

The Government of Brazil does not fully meet the minimum standards for the elimination of

trafficking. Despite making significant efforts to do so, it did not demonstrate overall

increasing efforts compared with the previous reporting period. Therefore, Brazil was

downgraded to Tier 2 Watch List. Significant efforts included adopting a new NAP to combat

trafficking, initially convicting a labor trafficker under the anti-trafficking statute, establishing

an anti-trafficking prosecutorial unit, and continuing to issue regular updates to the public

registry of slave labor offenders (the “dirty list”). However, anti-trafficking law enforcement

efforts remained inadequate. Officials continued to litigate cases against many labor

traffickers in civil courts, due to insufficient evidence collection and a flawed understanding of

both the trafficking crime and Brazil’s anti-trafficking statute, which resulted in administrative

penalties instead of prison and weakened deterrence. Federal and state courts reported

fewer initial convictions, and the government has never reported a final conviction under its

2016 anti-trafficking statute, despite prevalence estimates indicating traffickers exploit tens of

thousands of victims in Brazil. The government also initiated fewer investigations and

prosecutions and assisted fewer victims. On average, courts took more than 10 years to

adjudicate trafficking cases. The government’s efforts to combat sex trafficking were limited,

and there was insufficient coordination between federal and state authorities, and between

service providers and civil society.
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PRIORITIZED RECOMMENDATIONS:

PROSECUTION

Train government officials on Law 13.344 to ensure a uniform understanding of human

trafficking and dispel the misconception it is only a crime of movement.

Vigorously investigate and prosecute traffickers using the anti-trafficking statute rather

than offenses with lesser penalties when possible, and seek adequate penalties for

convicted traffickers, which should include significant prison terms.

Resolve criminal proceedings against alleged traffickers expeditiously and without

prolonged delays.

Increase efforts to proactively identify trafficking victims, especially sex trafficking victims,

and refer them to services; provide victims shelter and specialized assistance.

Improve interagency coordination on anti-trafficking efforts at all levels of government,

especially among victim assistance and law enforcement officials.

Improve the mobile inspection group’s (GEFM’s) evidence collection process and

coordination with the Federal Police (PF) and the Federal Public Ministry (MPF) anti-

trafficking unit.

Increase prosecution of labor traffickers in criminal courts.

Compile, and effectively communicate between federal and state authorities,

comprehensive data on victim identification and assistance; and investigations,

prosecutions, and convictions, disaggregated between sex and labor trafficking cases.

Increase the number of specialized anti-trafficking offices, especially in Mato Grosso do

Sul, Piaui, Rondônia, Roraima, and Santa Catarina states.

Create and implement an actionable, comprehensive SOP on the identification, referral,

and assistance of trafficking victims and train officials on its use.

Ensure the law criminalizing child sex trafficking does not require the elements of force,

fraud, or coercion.

Increase efforts to raise awareness of all forms of trafficking.
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The government maintained inadequate law enforcement efforts.

Brazilian law criminalized labor trafficking and sex trafficking. Article 149-A of the penal code

(the anti-trafficking statute) criminalized some forms of sex trafficking and all forms of labor

trafficking and prescribed penalties of four to eight years’ imprisonment and a fine, which

were sufficiently stringent and, with respect to sex trafficking, commensurate with those

prescribed for other grave crimes, such as rape. Article 149-A required force, fraud, or

coercion for child sex trafficking cases and therefore did not criminalize all forms of child sex

trafficking. However, Article 244-A of the child and adolescent statute criminalized inducing a

child to engage in sexual exploitation without the need to prove the use of force, fraud, or

coercion and prescribed penalties of four to 10 years’ imprisonment and a fine, which were

sufficiently stringent and commensurate with those prescribed for other grave crimes, such as

rape. Article 149 of the penal code (the anti-slave labor statute) criminalized “reducing a

person to conditions analogous to slavery,” and defined the crime to include degrading work

conditions and exhausting work hours, a broader definition than labor trafficking, which

requires a showing of force, fraud, or coercion. It prescribed penalties of two to eight years’

imprisonment and a fine. The government still used the now-replaced Articles 231 and 231-A,

which criminalized some forms of trafficking in persons involving movement during the

reporting period when the alleged crimes occurred prior to the enactment of Article 149-A in

2016.

In practice, officials did not consider forced labor to be a form of trafficking and instead

addressed alleged labor trafficking as “slave labor. While the government could pursue slave

labor cases in criminal courts, it commonly tried these cases in civil courts and very few

perpetrators of slave labor were held criminally accountable. The failure to prosecute and

convict forced labor as a criminal act created a culture of impunity for labor traffickers.

Additionally, officials prioritized transnational sex trafficking, potentially overlooking domestic

cases.

Federal authorities initiated 17 human trafficking investigations in 2024, compared with

initiating 10 human trafficking investigations in 2023. The government did not report the

number of ongoing investigations in 2024, compared with 303 ongoing investigations in 2023

(77 for human trafficking and 226 for slave labor). The federal government reported opening

29 new prosecutions under the anti-trafficking statute (17 for sex trafficking and 12 for labor

trafficking) in 2024, compared with opening 41 prosecutions (19 for sex trafficking and 22 for

labor trafficking) in 2023. State courts also filed 62 new prosecutions under the anti-trafficking

statute (55 for sex trafficking and seven for labor trafficking), compared with 81 state
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prosecutions in 2023 (70 for sex trafficking and 11 for labor trafficking). Additionally, state and

federal courts reported filing 35 new prosecutions under Articles 231 and 231-A, and 337 new

slave labor prosecutions under Article 149; some of the alleged crimes in these cases may

have amounted to human trafficking. The government did not report the number of ongoing

prosecutions under the anti-trafficking or related statutes in state or federal courts.

In 2024, the government reported five initial trafficking convictions (one for sex trafficking and

four for labor trafficking) under the anti-trafficking statute from federal first instance courts,

compared with no initial convictions under the anti-trafficking statute in 2023. In addition,

state first instance courts issued six initial convictions (all for sex trafficking) under the anti-

trafficking statute, compared with 20 such convictions (all for sex trafficking) in 2023. State and

federal courts also reported five initial convictions under statutes Articles 231 and 231-A, and

73 initial slave labor convictions under Article 149; some of the crimes committed in these

cases may have amounted to human trafficking. The government did not report any final

convictions under the anti-trafficking statute in federal courts in 2024 but reported six final

convictions (all for sex trafficking) under this statute in state courts. This compared with a

combined five final convictions (all for sex trafficking) under the anti-trafficking statute in

federal and state courts in 2023. All initial convictions were subject to appeal and, generally,

court-ordered sentences did not begin until appeals were exhausted, which weakened the

deterrence of initial convictions. Final convictions, where the courts’ decision was binding,

were not subject to appeal. Traffickers’ sentences, especially those involving fewer than four

years’ imprisonment, often involved community service, work release, and other alternatives

to full-time imprisonment.

The government continued to report ongoing prosecutions under the Articles 231 and 231-A,

earlier statutes which could be applied to alleged trafficking crimes committed before the

2016 adoption of Article 149-A. However, judges ultimately dismissed many of these cases. In

some cases, courts dismissed trafficking charges because the statute of limitations lapsed.

Brazil allowed successive appeals in all criminal cases, and convicted traffickers usually filed

multiple appeals over several years before convictions became final. Lengthy case timelines

and high acquittal rates contributed to a culture of impunity for traffickers, especially labor

traffickers prosecuted under the slave labor statute.

The PF was the primary law enforcement entity charged with responding to trafficking crimes;

it maintained central units monitoring human trafficking and migrant smuggling crimes (DRTP)

and slave labor crimes (NUTRAF), but assigned locally posted human rights investigators to

lead human trafficking investigations. States’ civil police units were responsible for
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investigating trafficking crimes without international elements; the Federal Highway Police

could also support investigations. Coordination between federal, state, and municipal law

enforcement units varied considerably across the country. Law enforcement units at all levels

had insufficient funding, expertise, and staff to investigate trafficking. Federal and state

governments shared responsibility for prosecuting human trafficking crimes under Article

149-A. MPF oversaw cases with international or inter-state elements, while state prosecutors

oversaw cases within a state’s physical territory. MPF also had authority to prosecute slave

labor crimes, including forced labor, under Article 149, although criminal prosecutions of slave

labor were uncommon relative to the number of cases recorded. In July 2024, the MPF created

a specialized prosecutorial unit (UNTC) responsible for prosecuting international human

trafficking crimes, which comprised six prosecutors based in four cities. Non-specialized MPF

prosecutors across Brazil could also oversee human trafficking and slave labor cases and

could request assistance from UNTC.

Labor officials had primary authority over cases of slave labor, although they could not file

criminal charges. The Ministry of Labor and Employment (MTE) had a dedicated unit, the

Secretariat of Labor Inspections (SIT), which documented situations of slave labor. The Public

Labor Ministry’s (MPT’s) labor prosecutors could apply civil penalties and collect back wages

for exploited workers. Many government officials preferred civil proceedings to criminal

prosecutions in cases of slave labor, noting that civil proceedings concluded more swiftly and

granted victims more immediate benefits for victims in the form of back wages and

compensation. Interagency coordination and data collection efforts were inadequate and

impeded prosecution efforts. Federal and state agencies did not have a shared database or

routine procedure for sharing data on trafficking investigations or slave labor inspections,

which limited coordination. In particular, poor evidence collection hindered MPF prosecutors’

efforts to build criminal cases against slave labor perpetrators; prosecutors relied on labor

inspection reports, which rarely included sufficient evidence to criminally convict or build

cases. Officials reported evidence collection improved markedly when MPF prosecutors

participated in inspections; however, prosecutors only attended 25 percent of slave labor

inspections due to staffing limitations. Prosecutors often received case files several years after

slave labor inspections took place, preventing them from collecting additional evidence to

support prosecution.

Many federal, state, and municipal officials demonstrated an incomplete understanding of

trafficking crimes, including misconceptions of both sex and labor trafficking. Federal anti-

trafficking efforts prioritized transnational sex trafficking involving female Brazilian victims

exploited abroad, reducing focus on other forms of the crime. Observers reported federal and
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state officials lacked an understanding of domestic sex trafficking as a crime, which plausibly

inhibited efforts to identify trafficking situations and hold traffickers accountable. Although the

federal government reported sub-national authorities were responsible for investigating

domestic sex trafficking, there were no reported prosecutions or convictions of sex trafficking

in state courts.

Officials did not recognize forced labor as a form of human trafficking, seemingly based on an

outdated definitional understanding predating Law 13.344. Consequently, officials typically

considered instances of forced labor as slave labor cases and criminal investigations of forced

labor under the anti-trafficking statute were uncommon. According to stakeholders, judges

demonstrated an incomplete understanding of human trafficking, including the irrelevance of

initial consent, which contributed to low conviction rates. The government offered limited

training opportunities in partnership with civil society organizations, including awareness

training for state law enforcement officials. The government reportedly required new labor

judges to complete a training on slave labor, but did not report how many judges participated

in the course; by contrast, 76 new judges completed the training in 2019, the last year for

which data was available.

The government reported coordinating with British and U.S. counterparts to investigate

human trafficking and, during the reporting period, signed new cooperation agreements with

Bolivia and Colombia.

The government did not report any investigations, prosecutions, or convictions of government

employees complicit in human trafficking crimes. The government did not confirm whether it

continued to investigate previously reported cases of officials allegedly complicit in trafficking

crimes, including a 2022 investigation involving a police officer and a 2016 child sex trafficking

case involving an elected official in Parana state. Similarly, there were no updates on the

prosecution’s appeal of an inadequate sentence given to a civil police investigator in 2016 for

his involvement in a child sex trafficking ring.

PROTECTION

The government maintained protection efforts.

The government reported identifying 362 trafficking victims in 2024, compared with

identifying 337 victims in 2023 and 588 in 2022. Among these victims, there were 207 male
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victims and 155 female victims; sixty-five victims were children. The government did not report

how many were victims of sex trafficking or labor trafficking. The government also reported

identifying 2,004 victims of labor exploitation in 1,035 operations against “slave labor,”

compared with 3,190 victims of labor exploitation in 2023; however, the government did not

specify how many, if any, were trafficking victims, as opposed to victims of other forms of

labor exploitation. The government did not publish its regular assessment of the number of

trafficking victims within the previous year’s population of identified victims of labor

exploitation. In 2022, the last year for which data was available, officials assessed as probable

trafficking victims 1,970 of 2,575 victims of labor exploitation. Brazil did not have a centralized

database to track victim identification and service provision, which made it difficult to analyze

protection data, perform year-to-year comparisons, and draw conclusions. Several agencies at

various levels of government collected victim data; however, each agency used its own

methodology, limiting the ability to share information across institutions and develop effective

approaches to protect victims. Officials sometimes struggled to refer victims to services due to

incomplete victim records or insufficient coordination between service providers, especially

when victims identified in one jurisdiction sought support in another.

The government did not have specialized services for trafficking victims and, instead, provided

care to victims through the public health system and civil society; some trafficking victims

received services through programs designed for slave labor victims. The government had a

national SOP for assisting Brazilian trafficking victims exploited abroad, but the SOP was not

comprehensive because it did not outline steps for identifying and assisting victims of

trafficking exploited within Brazil. Instead, the federal government deferred to state and local

governments to establish their own SOPs for this purpose. In March 2025, with support from

an international organization, the government published an updated resource guide for sub-

national governments working with trafficking victims exploited within Brazil. The guide

outlined best practices and federal anti-trafficking stakeholders that offered assistance

services. The government also had a national SOP for assisting slave labor victims, the

National Flow for the Assistance of Slave Labor Victims (“National Flow”); the government did

not report how many trafficking victims, if any, it referred to care through the National Flow in

2024.

Some sub-national governments maintained their own SOPs; for example, the state of Rio de

Janeiro had a combined SOP, developed in 2022, which established procedures for assisting

both trafficking and slave labor victims. According to observers, sub-national governments

sometimes used outdated identification guidance, such as the previous federal resource guide

published in 2013.

18/12/2025, 13:46 Brazil - United States Department of State

https://www.state.gov/reports/2025-trafficking-in-persons-report/brazil/ 7/13108108108108108



Because of this partial protection framework, authorities did not consistently implement

nationwide mandates requiring the government provide trafficking victims with temporary

shelter; legal, social, and health assistance; and protection against re-victimization. Efforts to

identify victims and the quality of care available to them varied considerably from state to

state. Authorities in most states did not proactively or consistently identify victims of sex

trafficking or forced labor outside the slave labor context. MTE’s Labor Inspection Secretariat

(SIT) identified victims of slave labor through unannounced inspections of businesses or

employers suspected of using slave labor. SIT had a mobile team (GEFM) that conducted

multidisciplinary inspections of rural worksites in remote areas; it performed 1,035

inspections in 2024, a significant increase compared with 598 inspections in 2023. SIT

inspectors provided slave labor victims with pamphlets outlining available resources upon

identification. The Ministry of Justice and Public Security’s (MJSP’s) six Advanced Posts for

Humanitarian Assistance to Migrants (PAAHMs) supported recently-arrived migrants at

airports and bus stations; authorities at PAAHMs could screen for trafficking indicators. The

government reported limited examples of training local officials to identify and refer

trafficking victims during the reporting period.

Authorities operated three municipal-level and 18 state-level anti-trafficking offices (NETPs),

which connected victims with service providers and coordinated assistance efforts between

local, state, and federal stakeholders. NETPs were unevenly distributed across the country and

10 states lacked an NETP facility. Federal funding for NETPs was insufficient; wealthier states

sometimes supplemented their NETPs’ budgets, improving the quality of assistance and

coordination. The government did not report whether NETPs assisted any victims in 2024,

compared with 397 potential trafficking victims assisted in 2022, the last year for which data

was available. NETPs could refer victims to the Ministry of Social Development’s Social

Assistance Service (SUAS) or to other service providers, including civil society. NETPs could also

refer child trafficking victims to guardianship councils (CTs). However, CTs often lacked the

expertise and resources to adequately support trafficking victims.

The government reported that SUAS was the primary federal agency providing services to

trafficking victims; SUAS-CREAS assisted 362 victims in 2024, compared with 388 victims in

2023. The government did not have specialized services for trafficking victims, with the

exception of seven anti-trafficking legal clinics at public universities, some of which relied on

funding from international donors. Instead, trafficking victims could receive non-specialized

services through federal, state, or local government programs for vulnerable individuals, such

as healthcare, literacy programs, and transportation. States, local governments, and civil

society organizations furnished many of the services available to victims; the availability and
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quality of these services varied considerably. SUAS could support trafficking victims at its

nationwide network of Specialized Social Service Centers (CREAS) for vulnerable populations,

which offered psychologists and social workers.

Slave labor victims were eligible for non-specialized services offered by federal, state, and local

authorities; the government had more systematic means of furnishing these services to slave

labor victims than to trafficking victims. Many, but not all, slave labor victims also received

three months of unemployment insurance following their identification.

SUAS could accommodate victims in its network of non-specialized shelters for vulnerable

populations. In practice, very few of these shelters served trafficking victims. Officials could

place trafficking victims in similar state-, city-, or civil society-operated shelters, when available.

Authorities sometimes inappropriately penalized victims for offenses committed solely as a

direct result of being trafficked, including foreign women forced to transport drugs. The

government had measures to encourage victims to testify against traffickers and courts

encouraged the use of video testimony in criminal cases. Observers continued to express

concern about the under-reporting of trafficking crimes, attributing it in part to victims’ lack of

awareness of available protection services and fear that filing complaints would lead to

further exploitation, deportation, or other harm; others suggested victims were discouraged

by the long duration of trial proceedings.

The law entitled foreign victims of trafficking to a residence permit; in April 2024, the

government revised the permit procedure to extend eligibility to victims regardless of their

agreement to testify or otherwise support law enforcement, and to victims’ family members.

The government did not report issuing residence permits to slave labor or trafficking victims in

2024. The government could assist trafficking victims with repatriation; in 2024, the

government reported funding the repatriation of 48 Brazilian trafficking victims from nine

countries. The government did not report any victims requesting or receiving restitution in

2024; officials suggested lengthy case timelines discouraged prosecutors and victims from

pursuing restitution.

PREVENTION

The government marginally increased efforts to prevent trafficking.
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The MJSP’s coordination office for anti-trafficking and anti-smuggling efforts (CGETP) oversaw

the inter-ministerial group responsible for the implementation of the NAP. In July 2024, the

government adopted its 2024-2028 NAP, which it developed in collaboration with an

international organization. The NAP included objectives to improve coordination, build

capacity, and research gaps in prosecution, protection, and prevention efforts. The MJSP also

funded the seven-member anti-trafficking advisory committee (CONATRAP), which included

representatives from federal government agencies and NGOs; CONATRAP met at least twice

during the report period., The government continued to partner with academic and civil

society institutions to produce reports and assessments of trafficking trends and certain

government efforts. Where present, NETPs supported the coordination of sub-national anti-

trafficking efforts. Coordination between federal and state agencies remained uneven and

varied in efficacy.,

Most awareness-raising efforts in Brazil focused on addressing child abuse, child labor, or

slave labor more broadly; few campaigns attempted to raise awareness of human trafficking

specifically. Federal, state, and municipal governments hosted workshops and performances

or published online materials to raise awareness of human trafficking and related crimes,

most of which were scheduled to commemorate World Day against Trafficking., The MTE

continued its national campaign to raise awareness of the risk of exploitation, including

trafficking for domestic workers. The government maintained two human rights hotlines that

could receive trafficking-related calls. Hotline operators could refer victims to law

enforcement. The government did not report receiving any trafficking-related calls to these

hotlines in 2024, compared with 259 trafficking-related calls in 2023. The government did not

indicate whether it initiated any investigations from calls to the hotlines. Some states operated

their own human rights hotlines.

Authorities made limited efforts to reduce the demand for commercial sex acts by

coordinating with a foreign government to prevent known sex offenders from entering Brazil.

MTE published a “dirty list,” or lista suja, twice annually; the dirty list made public the names of

individuals and businesses found guilty of using slave labor. MTE added 176 new employers to

the registry in October 2024. The October 2024 registry listed 727 employers. Offending

employers were listed in the registry for two years. In July 2024, MTE created a secondary

registry, allowing employers to be removed from the “dirty list” early through additional fines,

enhanced monitoring from MTE, and a commitment to improve workplace conditions. MTE

had not yet published a version of the secondary registry by the end of the reporting period.

MTE officials reported the most-represented industries on the list in 2024 were charcoal

producers, housekeeping services, cattle ranchers, and mining companies. Officials indicated
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the number of labor inspectors employed by the government was insufficient to adequately

perform inspections across the country; the government initiated, but did not complete, a

round of hiring for 900 inspector positions during the reporting period. Labor inspectors’

initial and continuing education courses included material on slave labor, but the government

did not report how many inspectors utilized this programming.

TRAFFICKING PROFILE:

Trafficking affects all communities. This section summarizes government and civil society

reporting on the nature and scope of trafficking as reported over the past five years. Human

traffickers exploit domestic and foreign victims in Brazil, and traffickers exploit victims from

Brazil abroad. Traffickers exploit women and children from Brazil and other South American

countries – especially Bolivia, Paraguay, and Venezuela – in sex trafficking in Brazil. Child sex

trafficking is common along Brazil’s major highways, including BR-386, BR-116, and BR-255.

Traffickers exploit Brazilians – especially Afro-Brazilian men – in situations that could amount

to forced labor. Organized criminal groups are associated with the exploitation of women and

girls in sex trafficking in the states of Amazonas, Minas Gerais, Rio Grande, Rio Grande do Sul,

Santa Catarina, and others. Commercial child sexual exploitation and abuse by foreign visitors

in Brazil remains endemic, particularly in resort and coastal areas; many perpetrators of this

crime are from Europe and the United States. Forced labor in rural Brazil is associated with

charcoal production, cattle ranching, salt industries, logging, mining, and the cultivation of

sisal fiber, sugar, grapes, coffee, garlic, and carnauba wax. In Brazil’s urban areas, forced labor

occurs in factory work, including Sao Paulo’s textile industry; construction; domestic work,

where cases sometimes involve decades of exploitation; and the hospitality sector. Traffickers

force victims, especially foreigners from Bolivia, South Africa, and Venezuela, to engage in

drug trafficking and other crimes.

Many identified trafficking victims are from northeast Brazilian states, such as Maranhao.

Most identified trafficking victims are people of color, and many are Afro-Brazilian or

otherwise of African descent. Multiple sources reported that individuals who advocates

described as transgender women are incredibly vulnerable to trafficking in Brazil and abroad,

due to social ostracization, high rates of violence, and demand for commercial sex acts from

this population. Reporting shows traffickers manipulate or manufacture debts to coerce

victims who advocates described as transgender, charging them for room and board,

protection, or medical procedures. Traffickers commonly employ deceptive recruitment and

debt-based coercion to facilitate victims’ exploitation. They increasingly rely on online
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advertisements, social media platforms, and other digital means of recruitment. Slave labor

perpetrators operated with impunity and victims of slave labor, including trafficking victims,

are highly vulnerable to re-victimization.

Recent research into the prevalence of human trafficking in Brazil suggests traffickers are

extremely active. One study suggested that up to 16 percent of girls (ages 14 – 17 years) in a

northeastern metropolitan area were likely victims of commercial sexual exploitation. Another

organization estimated traffickers are exploiting up to 4,500 victims in forced labor in artisanal

gold mines. A recent estimate suggests up to 18 percent of hired agricultural workers

displayed indicators of forced labor. For cattle ranching, research indicates approximately 14

percent of workers in the sector presently demonstrate indicators of forced labor.

Cuban regime-affiliated medical workers associated with Mais Medicos program, which ended

in 2018, continued to pursue a class-action lawsuit against an international organization for its

role in their alleged trafficking. The lawsuit alleges the Cuban regime forced the Cuban Mais

Medico participants to work in a triangular arrangement facilitated by the international

organization. In 2022, Brazilian authorities announced plans to restart the Mais Medicos

program without an affiliation with the Cuban regime.

Traffickers exploit Brazilians in sex and labor trafficking abroad in Western Europe, Southeast

Asia, the United States and other destinations, often recruiting them with fraudulent job

offers. For example, traffickers offer Brazilians jobs overseas in technology or customer

service, often in Thailand, and then exploit them in forced labor in online scam operations;

these cases have been reported in Burma, Cambodia, and the Philippines. Brazilian martial

artists, performers, and domestic workers are vulnerable to trafficking abroad.
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Brazil 2024 Human Rights Report 

Executive Summary 

The human rights situation in Brazil declined during the year.  The courts 

took broad and disproportionate action to undermine freedom of speech 

and internet freedom by blocking millions of users’ access to information on 

a major social media platform in response to a case of harassment.  The 

government undermined democratic debate by restricting access to online 

content deemed to “undermine democracy,” disproportionately suppressing 

the speech of supporters of former president Jair Bolsonaro as well as 

journalists and elected politicians, often in secret proceedings that lacked 

due process guarantees.  The government also suppressed politically 

disfavored speech on the basis that it constituted “hate speech,” a vague 

term untethered to international human rights law. 

Significant human rights issues included credible reports of:  arbitrary or 

unlawful killings; torture or cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or 

punishment; arbitrary arrest or detention; and serious restrictions on 

freedom of expression and media freedom, including violence or threats of 

violence against journalists. 

The government did not always take credible steps to identify and punish 

officials who committed human rights abuses. 
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Section 1. Life 

a. Extrajudicial Killings 

There were several reports police committed arbitrary or unlawful killings 

during the year.  Some killings were attributed to a police operation against 

transnational criminal organizations in Sao Paulo State in the first half of the 

year and a police operation that took place from July 2023 to April in 

Baixada Santista, a coastal area including the port city of Santos. 

In July, a São Paulo court charged two officers from a police shock battalion 

(ROTA) with aggravated homicide and obstructing evidence in the death of 

Fábio Oliveira Ferreira, who was killed in the operation in July 2023.  One 

defendant was Captain Marcos Correa de Moraes Verardino, one of the 

coordinators of the operation, who allegedly fired three shots at Ferreira 

after he had surrendered.  The other defendant, Corporal Ivan Pereira da 

Silva, also of ROTA, allegedly shot the victim twice in the chest while the 

victim was lying on the ground.  In December, the two defendants were 

acquitted by courts in São Paulo State.  The São Paulo Public Prosecutor’s 

Office of appealed the decision, and higher courts were considering that 

appeal at year’s end. 

In April, Roraima State Civil Police reported it launched an operation to 

dismiss a group of officers from the military police of Roraima suspected of 

being part of a militia and an extermination group, according to a Globo 
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news report.  More than 100 officers were investigated, and several arrests 

were made.  The investigation examined cases in which police officers 

allegedly provided armed security for illegal miners, robbed and tortured 

competing invaders, and robbed the miner bosses themselves. 

There were developments in the politically motivated 2018 killing of city 

councilwoman MarielIe Franco and her driver Anderson Gomes, in Rio de 

Janeiro.  In March, police arrested Chiquinho Brazão, a Federal Chamber 

deputy (representative), and his brother, Domingos Brazão, a member of 

the Rio de Janeiro State Audit Court, for their alleged role in ordering the 

2018 killing of Franco.  The brothers remained in custody and were charged 

with qualified homicide and attempted homicide.  Rivaldo Barbosa, who was 

the chief of police of Rio de Janeiro when Franco was killed, was also 

arrested in March for allegedly helping plan the killing and for obstruction of 

justice.  In November, two former police officers were sentenced for the 

killings.  Ronnie Lessa was sentenced to 78 years and nine months for firing 

the shots that killed Franco and Gomes and injured one of Franco’s aides.  

Élcio de Queiroz was sentenced to 59 years and eight months for driving the 

getaway car. 

b. Coercion in Population Control 

There were no reports of coerced abortion or involuntary sterilization on the 

part of government authorities. 
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Section 2. Liberty 

a. Freedom of the Press 

The constitution and law provided for freedom of expression, including for 

members of the press and other media.  Supreme Court (STF) rulings, 

however, restricted the freedom of expression for individuals it deemed to 

be in violation of the law prohibiting antidemocratic speech. 

Censorship by Governments, Military, Intelligence, or Police 

Forces, Criminal Groups, or Armed Extremist or Rebel Groups 

The law prohibited politically motivated judicial censorship, but there were 

reports of censorship.  The government censored online content deemed in 

violation of STF orders, which instructed platforms to remove content that 

allegedly spread misinformation related to the electoral system or judicial 

institutions or to disparage judicial officials with online threats or 

harassment.  Court records reveal that Justice Alexandre de Moraes 

personally ordered the suspension of more than 100 user profiles on the 

social media platform X (formerly Twitter), disproportionately suppressing 

the speech of advocates of former president Jair Bolsonaro instead of taking 

narrower measures to penalize content that incited imminent lawless action 

or harassment.  The government telecommunications regulator Anatel 

ordered internet service providers to block X by order of the STF on August 
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31, after the company failed to appoint a legal representative and pay 

outstanding fines for failure to remove content in compliance with orders 

issued by the STF and the Superior Electoral Court.  The STF authorized fines 

of 50,000 reais ($9,000) per day to individuals or companies who accessed 

the platform via a virtual private network (VPN), although no fines were 

reportedly assessed.  The STF authorized X to resume its operations in the 

country on October 8 after the company complied with court orders and 

paid outstanding fines.  Other media companies were subject to similar 

content removal orders.  This broad repression blocked Brazilians’ access to 

information and viewpoints on a range of national and global issues.  

Additionally, the court’s temporary prohibition on the use of a VPN, under 

penalty of fine, further eroded freedom of the press by removing privacy 

protections from individuals whose ability to blow the whistle on 

government corruption hinged on their capacity to do so anonymously. 

Nongovernmental criminal elements at times subjected journalists to 

threats or violence due to the journalists’ reporting on their criminal 

activities. 

b. Worker Rights 

Freedom of Association and Collective Bargaining 

The law provided for freedom of association for all workers (except 

members of the military, military police, and firefighters), the right to 
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bargain collectively with some restrictions, and the right to strike.  The law 

prohibited antiunion discrimination, including the dismissal of employees 

who were candidates for, or holders of, union leadership positions, and it 

required employers to reinstate workers fired for union activity. 

New unions were required to register with the Ministry of Labor, which 

would accept the registration unless objections were filed by other unions.  

The law stipulated certain restrictions, such as unicidade (in essence, one 

union per occupational category per city), which limited freedom of 

association by prohibiting multiple, competing unions of the same 

professional category in a single geographical area.  Unions that represented 

workers in the same geographical area and professional category could 

contest another union’s registration. 

The law stipulated a strike could be ruled “disruptive” by the labor court and 

the union could be subjected to legal penalties if the strike violated certain 

conditions, such as if the union failed to notify employers at least 48 hours 

before the beginning of a walkout or end a strike after a labor court 

decision.  Employers were not allowed to hire substitute workers during a 

legal strike or fire workers for strike-related activity, provided the strike was 

not ruled abusive as defined in the law. 

The law obliged a union to negotiate on behalf of all registered workers in 

the professional category and geographical area it represented, regardless 

of whether an employee paid voluntary membership dues.  The law included 
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collective bargaining rights, such as the ability to negotiate a flexible hourly 

schedule and work remotely.  The law permitted the government to reject 

clauses of collective bargaining agreements that conflicted with government 

policy. 

Freedom of association and the right to collective bargaining were generally 

respected, according to observers.  Collective bargaining was widespread in 

establishments in the private sector. 

In the view of nongovernmental organization (NGO) experts, the 

government usually effectively enforced applicable laws, and penalties were 

commensurate with those for other laws involving denials of civil rights, 

such as discrimination.  Penalties were regularly applied against violators. 

Forced or Compulsory Labor 

See the Department of State’s annual Trafficking in Persons Report at 

https://www.state.gov/trafficking-in-persons-report/. 

Acceptable Work Conditions 

Wage and Hour Laws 

The law provided for a minimum wage, which was higher than the official 

poverty income level.  The law limited the workweek to 44 hours and 

specified a weekly rest period of 24 consecutive hours, preferably on 

Sundays.  The law also provided for paid annual vacation, prohibited 
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excessive compulsory overtime, limited overtime to two hours per workday, 

and stipulated any hour worked above the monthly limit had to be 

compensated with at least time-and-a-half pay; these provisions generally 

were enforced for all groups of workers in the formal sector.  The 

constitution also provided for the right of domestic employees to work a 

maximum of eight hours per day and 44 hours per week, and to receive a 

minimum wage, a lunch break, social security, and severance pay. 

Occupational Safety and Health 

The Ministry of Labor set occupational safety and health (OSH) standards 

that were consistent with internationally recognized norms, although unsafe 

working conditions were prevalent throughout the country, especially in 

construction, according to media reports.  The law required employers to 

establish internal committees for accident prevention in workplaces.  

Inspectors identified unsafe conditions and responded to worker 

complaints, but the number of inspections conducted was lower than 

necessary.  The law also prohibited firing employees for their committee 

activities.  Workers could remove themselves from situations that 

endangered their health or safety without jeopardy to their employment, 

although those in forced labor situations without access to transportation 

were particularly vulnerable to situations that endangered their health and 

safety. 
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Wage, Hour, and OSH Enforcement 

The Ministry of Labor addressed problems related to minimum wage, 

overtime, and OSH laws.  In the view of NGO experts, officials effectively 

enforced OSH laws.  Penalties for violations included fines that varied widely 

depending on the nature of the violation.  Penalties were in general 

commensurate with similar crimes such as fraud or negligence.  Penalties 

were regularly applied against violators.  The number of labor inspectors 

was insufficient to enforce compliance, according to the Labor Inspectors 

Union.  Inspectors had the authority to make unannounced inspections and 

initiate sanctions. 

According to the Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics, the informal 

sector represented almost 40 percent of the workforce. 

Gig workers were not considered employees, and food delivery and ride-

share companies did not consider the workers who provided services 

through their platforms to be employees.  These workers were not 

protected by labor laws. 

c. Disappearance and Abduction 

Disappearance 

There were no reports of enforced disappearances by or on behalf of 

government authorities. 
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In July, President Luis Inácio Lula da Silva reinstated the Special Commission 

on Political Deaths and Disappearances to deal with state crimes and 

political repression that occurred from 1961 to 1979.  The commission was 

created in 1995 but was closed in 2022 by the government of then President 

Bolsonaro. 

Prolonged Detention without Charges 

The constitution prohibited arbitrary arrest and detention and provided for 

the right of persons to challenge the lawfulness of their arrest or detention 

in court.  The government generally observed these requirements; however, 

political figures and rights groups alleged the government held hundreds of 

individuals accused of participation in protests that led to the invasion of 

government buildings on January 8, 2023, in detention for several months 

without filing charges.  They also alleged these protesters were denied 

access to legal counsel. 

Lengthy pretrial detention was a problem.  The length of pretrial detention 

frequently equaled or exceeded the maximum sentence for the alleged 

crime, according to the National Security Forum.  As of 2023, approximately 

one-quarter of the prison population was awaiting court trial, according to 

the Brazilian Forum on Public Security. 

124124124124124



Page 11 of 14 

Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2024  
United States Department of State • Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor 

d. Violations in Religious Freedom 

See the Department of State’s annual International Religious Freedom 

Report at https://www.state.gov/religiousfreedomreport/. 

e. Trafficking in Persons 

See the Department of State’s annual Trafficking in Persons Report at 

https://www.state.gov/trafficking-in-persons-report/. 

Section 3. Security of the Person 

a. Torture and Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or 

Punishment 

The constitution prohibited such practices, but there were credible reports 

government officials employed them. 

Military police officers in Porto Alegre, capital of the state of Rio Grande do 

Sul, were accused of torturing Vladimir Abreu de Oliveira for approximately 

40 minutes before attempting to hide his body by throwing him from a 

bridge in May.  An investigation revealed Abreu de Oliveira suffered multiple 

severe injuries while alive, leading to his death.  Five officers were indicted, 

with charges ranging from torture resulting in death to omission of 

assistance, and two were in preventive detention.  Civil police were 
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conducting a separate investigation. 

b. Protection of Children 

Child Labor 

See the Department of Labor’s Findings on the Worst Forms of Child Labor at 

https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/resources/reports/child-labor/findings/. 

Child Marriage 

The legal minimum age of marriage was 18, or 16 with parental or legal 

representative consent.  While child marriage declined in recent years, the 

practice of early marriage (marriage before age 18), especially among girls, 

was common, according to UNICEF.  The government did not always 

effectively enforce the law. 

In March, a report from the newspaper Econômico Valor noted 

approximately one in five women married before turning 18. 

c. Protection to Refugees 

The government cooperated with the Office of the UN High Commissioner 

for Refugees and other humanitarian organizations in providing protection 

and assistance to refugees, returning refugees, or asylum seekers, as well as 

other persons of concern. 
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Provision of First Asylum 

The law provided for the granting of asylum or refugee status, and the 

government had a system for providing protection to refugees. 

d. Acts of Antisemitism and Antisemitic Incitement 

According to the Brazilian Israelite Federation, there were approximately 

120,000 Jewish Brazilian citizens, of whom approximately 70,000 lived in the 

state of São Paulo, according to 2021 data, and 34,000 in the state of Rio de 

Janeiro. 

The law criminalized the manufacture, sale, distribution, or broadcast of 

symbols, emblems, ornaments, badges, or advertising that used the 

swastika for purposes of publicizing Nazism.  The penalty was two to five 

years’ imprisonment. 

In June, the Brazilian Israelite Confederation (CONIB) and the Israelite 

Federation of the State of São Paulo (FISESP) reported a sharp increase in 

the number of cases of antisemitism after the Hamas attack on Israel in 

October 2023.  From January to May, 886 cases of antisemitism were 

recorded, almost six times more than in the same period in 2023.  Most of 

the attacks occurred in digital environments, such as social networks and 

messaging apps. 

Following Israel’s military response in Gaza to the Hamas October 2023 

127127127127127



Page 14 of 14 

terrorist attacks, on February 18, President Lula da Silva stated that “what is 

happening in the Gaza Strip... it’s a genocide.”  In the speech, he then 

compared what was occurring in Palestine with “when Hitler decided to kill 

the Jews.”  On February 19, CONIB stated it “repudiated the unfounded 

statements by President Lula comparing the Holocaust to the State of 

Israel’s defense against the terrorist group Hamas,” saying the government 

had adopted an “extreme and unbalanced posture in relation to the tragic 

conflict in the Middle East.” 

On October 21, the Public Ministry of Santa Catarina’s Special Task Force to 

Combat Organized Crime arrested four individuals, allegedly members of a 

neo-Nazi group, for inciting discrimination and planning violent acts in 

different regions of the country.  The arrests were part of “Operation 

Overlord,” which took place in the states of Santa Catarina, São Paulo, 

Sergipe, Paraná, and Rio Grande do Sul.  According to CNN Brasil, the 

operation aimed to combat antisemitism and hate speech and prevent the 

planning of violent acts.  The individuals arrested allegedly were part of a 

band that performed at neo-Nazi events in several regions. 

For further information on incidents in the country of antisemitism, whether 

or not those incidents were motivated by religion, and for reporting on the 

ability of Jews to exercise freedom of religion or belief, please see the 

Department of State’s annual International Religious Freedom Report at 

https://www.state.gov/religiousfreedomreport/. 
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