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bisexual woman, I would have been equally vulnerable to targeting
and harm. I continued to the United States because neither Guatemala nor Mexico could offer me the protection I needed. Further details are 
included in my declaration.



I arrived in the United States on May 5, 2024, and did not file my asylum application within one year due to circumstances 
beyond my control. When I arrived, the documents I received at the border were in English and the officer spoke limited Spanish. 
I did not understand that there was a one-year deadline to file a separate asylum application. I understood that I had a court 
date, but I did not know I needed to file anything before it. No one explained me this deadline. The months that followed were 
defined by survival and by the psychological weight of what I had fled. The trauma from what I endured in El Salvador did not 
stay there, it followed me here. I experienced nightmares, persistent anxiety, difficulty concentrating, and a constant sense of 
threat that made it nearly impossible to think clearly or deal with a demanding immigration process. From May to September 2024, 
I had no stable housing, no income, and no money for legal help. I was sleeping on couches and moving between cities, focused 
entirely on survival. Even after I began working, I earned barely enough to cover rent, food, and transportation, with nothing 
left for legal fees. When I dicsovered the deadline, I tried to act: I searched for information online, watched explanatory 
videos, and consulted forums, but became confused by contradictory sources. I could not complete the process alone. However, 
attorneys required excessive amounts to help me with the filing of my application, and I simply could not afford them without 
completely compromising my ability to support myself. I continued searching for affordable legal help after that, contacting 
legal aid organizations and private attorneys, but found no available assistance. I connected with my current legal team in 
December 2025 and filed this application as soon as possible. I did not miss the deadline due to carelessness or lack of 
interest; I missed it because I received no clear information upon arrival, because I was consumed by the trauma of persecution 
and the demands of survival during my first months here, because contradictory information confused me when I finally learned of 
the equirement, and because I could not afford legal fees until it was too late. Further details are included in my declaration.

I arrived in the United States on May 5, 2024, and was granted parole upon entrance pursuant to INA § 212(d)(5). I did not file my 
asylum application within one year due to circumstances beyond my control. Maintaining parole constitutes an extraordinary circumstance 
to the one-year deadline for applying for asylum, according to 8 C.F.R. § 1208.4(a)(5)(iv). Furthermore, when I arrived, the documents 
I received at the border were in English and the officer spoke limited Spanish. I did not understand that there was a one-year deadline 
to file a separate asylum application. I understood that I had a court date, but I did not know I needed to file anything before it. No 
one explained me this deadline. The months that followed were defined by survival and by the psychological weight of what I had fled. 
The trauma from what I endured in El Salvador did not stay there, it followed me here. I experienced nightmares, persistent anxiety, 
difficulty concentrating, and a constant sense of threat that made it nearly impossible to think clearly or deal with a demanding 
immigration process. From May to September 2024, I had no stable housing, no income, and no money for legal help. I was sleeping on 
couches and moving between cities, focused entirely on survival. Even after I began working, I earned barely enough to cover rent, 
food, and transportation, with nothing left for legal fees. When I dicsovered the deadline, I tried to act: I searched for information 
online, watched explanatory videos, and consulted forums, but became confused by contradictory sources. I could not complete the 
process alone. However, attorneys required excessive amounts to help me with the filing of my application, and I simply could not 
afford them without completely compromising my ability to support myself. I continued searching for affordable legal help after that, 
contacting legal aid organizations and private attorneys, but found no available assistance. I connected with my current legal team in 
December 2025 and filed this application as soon as possible. I did not miss the deadline due to carelessness or lack of interest; I 
missed it because I received no clear information upon arrival, because I was consumed by the trauma of persecution and the demands of 
survival during my first months here, because contradictory information confused me when I finally learned of the equirement, and 
because I could not afford legal fees until it was too late. Further details are included in my declaration.
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​On this day, I, Otavio Haverroth Silva , served a copy of the following documents:   ​
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​To the following:​

​by:​

​o​​Through​ ​the​ ​EOIR​ ​Courts​ ​and​ ​Appeals​ ​System​ ​(ECAS),​ ​which​ ​will​
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