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March 02, 2026 

 

Via USPS 

USCIS/TSC 

Attn: I-129 P RFE/NOIT/NOIR/NOID RESPONSE 

6046 N Belt Line Rd. STE 115 

Irving, TX 75038-0013 

 

 

RE: RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR EVIDENCE 

Petitioner: OREGON BJJ LLC 

Beneficiary: Nadine Tavares da Silva 

Receipt Number: IOE8617178120 

 

 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

This letter is respectfully submitted as a response to the request for evidence dated January 26, 

2026. We are submitting the additional requested evidence and providing new supportive 

documentation.  

The RFE is responded to timely. It was dated January 26, 2026, with a response deadline of April 

23, 2026.  

The response is timely filed. The RFE, dated January 26, 2026, requests additional clarification 

and supporting documentation concerning the beneficiary’s eligibility under section 

101(a)(15)(P)(i)(a) of the Immigration and Nationality Act and 8 C.F.R. § 214.2(p), specifically 

as it relates to: 

 

● Whether the beneficiary will be coming to the United States solely to perform as an 

athlete; 

 

● Whether the competitions listed in the itinerary reflect an internationally recognized 

level of competition; and 

 

● Clarification regarding certain dates and locations identified in the proposed itinerary.  

 

This response addresses each concern raised in the RFE in a structured and comprehensive manner. 

The Petitioner submits additional documentary evidence and clarifications demonstrating, by a 

preponderance of the evidence, that Ms. Silva fully satisfies the regulatory requirements for P-1A 

classification as an internationally recognized professional athlete. 

The content of this response is organized into sections corresponding to the specific issues 

identified in the Request for Evidence to assist in the continued adjudication of this petition. 
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I. Solely Competing Requirement 

The Request for Evidence states, in relevant part: 

“The evidence demonstrates that the beneficiary spends much of her time coaching and 

instructing Jiu-Jitsu, and suggests that she will continue to coach and instruct in the United 

States. It does not appear the beneficiary will be solely competing as a P-1A athlete.” 

Respectfully, this interpretation does not reflect the full context of the record. 

Pursuant to 8 C.F.R. § 214.2(p)(4)(ii)(A), a P-1A athlete must be coming to the United States to 

perform services that require an internationally recognized athlete in connection with a specific 

athletic competition. The very nature of professional athletic performance necessarily entails 

structured training, physical conditioning, and strategic preparation directly tied to the 

scheduled competitions. Such activities are inherent components of competitive performance and 

do not constitute separate instructional employment or an independent coaching role. 

The Supplement to Form I-129 indicated that Ms. Silva would train at the Petitioner’s facility 

in preparation for IBJJF and ADCC competitions, represent the Petitioner in tournaments, and 

fulfill sponsorship-related obligations. The reference to training reflects standard professional 

athletic preparation. It does not indicate that Ms. Silva will be employed as a coach or instructor 

in the United States. 

While the original petition included documentation of Ms. Silva’s prior experience as a coach and 

instructor in Europe, this evidence was submitted to demonstrate her technical authority, 

professional development, and sustained international recognition within Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu. Many 

internationally recognized athletes possess coaching experience; however, the present petition 

seeks classification exclusively for competitive athletic performance. 

To further eliminate any potential ambiguity, the Petitioner confirms that Ms. Silva will not 

provide regular instructional classes, will not conduct structured coaching sessions, and will 

not receive compensation for independent teaching services in the United States. Any 

interaction with other athletes occurs solely within the context of personal athletic preparation 

directly related to sanctioned competitions and remains fully incidental to her role as a professional 

competitor. 

As expressly stated in the Sponsor Statement: 

“The sponsoring organization confirms that Ms. Nadine Tavares da Silva's sole 

and primary purpose in the United States, under the requested P-1A classification, 

is to compete as an internationally recognized athlete in specific athletic 

competitions, as described in the petition. Ms. Tavares da Silva's activities in the 

United States are strictly focused on athletic competition, as well as on personal 

athletic training directly related to those competitions, which is necessary to 

maintain elite-level performance. In Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu, such training inherently 

occurs in a team environment and may involve other athletes; however, these 

interactions constitute personal athletic preparation and do not represent 

independent, regular, or structured professional instructional activity.” 
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Moreover, the documentary record demonstrates that Ms. Silva remains actively competing at 

the Adult Black Belt level within the official IBJJF ranking system. She continues to 

accumulate ranking points and to participate in high-level international tournaments. Her 

competitive calendar for 2026 reflects sustained engagement in premier events within the IBJJF 

and ADCC circuits. 

As confirmed by the International Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu Federation in its official 

correspondence, eligibility for the IBJJF World Championship is governed by objective 

ranking thresholds. Adult Black Belt athletes must accumulate a minimum of 80 ranking points 

in the Gi division and 30 ranking points in the No-Gi division in order to qualify. These thresholds 

apply within their respective ranking systems and reflect the federation’s structured and merit-

based approach to competitive qualification. 

This ranking structure demonstrates that Ms. Silva must continue competing in sanctioned 

IBJJF events, including International Opens, in order to maintain eligibility at the highest tier 

of the sport. Her sustained participation is therefore not incidental, but structurally required within 

the elite competitive framework. 

This ongoing competitive activity confirms that she remains in an active professional athletic phase 

of her career and is not transitioning into a coaching-only role. Accordingly, the evidence 

establishes that Ms. Silva will be coming to the United States solely to perform as a professional 

athlete in connection with specific athletic competitions, fully satisfying the regulatory 

requirement. 

 

II. Internationally Recognized Level of Competition 

The RFE acknowledges that certain IBJJF championships, including the Pan IBJJF Jiu-

Jitsu Championship and the IBJJF World Championships, satisfy the internationally 

recognized standard. However, it questions whether IBJJF International Open tournaments and 

ADCC Open events meet the regulatory requirement that the beneficiary be coming to participate 

in a competition “with a distinguished reputation which requires participation of an athlete with 

an international reputation.” 

Respectfully, this conclusion does not reflect the structure of the Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu competitive 

system as governed by the International Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu Federation (IBJJF). 

 

A. IBJJF International Opens Are Official Ranking Events 

As confirmed in the official letter issued by the International Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu Federation 

and submitted with this response, IBJJF International Open Championships are official 

ranking events within the federation’s structured international system. 

 

The IBJJF explicitly confirms: 

“In both Gi and No-Gi, IBJJF International Open Championships are official 

ranking events […] International Opens constitute a recognized and necessary 
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mechanism for athletes to accumulate ranking points and to satisfy the eligibility 

requirements established by the IBJJF for its major international championships.” 

The federation further confirms that eligibility for the IBJJF World Championship at the 

Adult Black Belt level requires accumulation of objective ranking thresholds: 80 ranking points 

in the Gi division and 30 ranking points in the No-Gi division. These thresholds apply within their 

respective ranking systems and reflect a structured, merit-based competitive framework. 

Although IBJJF International Open Championships include multiple divisions within a single 

event structure, ranking, eligibility, and competitive evaluation are division-specific and non-

transferable. Ms. Silva competes exclusively in the Adult Black Belt division, the highest 

competitive tier formally integrated into the IBJJF international ranking system and subject 

to objective qualification thresholds for World Championship eligibility. Accordingly, the relevant 

regulatory analysis concerns the Adult Black Belt division in which she competes, rather than the 

broader tournament structure. 

Ms. Silva competes exclusively in the Adult Black Belt division, the highest competitive tier 

within Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu. Accordingly, the relevant regulatory analysis concerns the Adult Black 

Belt division, not the lower developmental brackets that may also be present within the broader 

event. 

Participation in the Adult Black Belt division is limited to athletes who have attained black belt 

rank, the sport’s most advanced technical credential. Achieving black belt status requires years 

of progressive technical advancement, formal certification, and recognized competitive 

proficiency. 

Unlike lower belt divisions, the Adult Black Belt division represents the elite professional tier 

of the sport and is the category integrated into the official IBJJF international ranking system. 

Eligibility for the IBJJF World Championship at this level is determined through objective ranking 

thresholds established by the federation. 

Under IBJJF regulations, Adult Black Belt athletes must accumulate: 

● 80 ranking points in the Gi division; 

● 30 ranking points in the No-Gi division; 

in order to qualify for the IBJJF World Championship. 

Accordingly, although the broader tournament structure may include additional belt levels and 

divisions, the Adult Black Belt division, in which Ms. Silva competes, constitutes the elite 

professional tier of Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu and operates within a formally governed, merit-based 

international ranking system. Participation at this level reflects engagement in structured, 

internationally regulated competition that directly impacts eligibility for the sport’s highest 

championships. 

 

B. Objective Ranking Structure and Competitive Weight 

The official IBJJF ranking structure, submitted as Exhibits C and D, demonstrates that all 

sanctioned tournaments are integrated within a cumulative, season-weighted international ranking 
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system. The structure assigns differentiated championship weights, including weight 7 for World 

Championships, weight 4 for Pan and European Championships, weight 2 for American Nationals, 

and weight 1 for International Open Championships. In addition, tournaments are subject to season 

multipliers (x1, x2, and x3), reflecting a multi-year performance evaluation framework. 

 

 

 

This structure confirms that International Open Championships are formally integrated into 

the same ranking ecosystem as World and Pan Championships. Ranking points earned at 
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Open events are accumulated on a cumulative basis and directly impact eligibility and 

seeding for premier international competitions. 

An athlete who does not compete in International Opens risks loss of ranking position and 

diminished eligibility for higher-prestige championships. Participation in International Opens is 

therefore not inconsistent with international recognition. Rather, it is structurally required for 

athletes competing at the elite Adult Black Belt level within the IBJJF system. 

 

C. Participation of Top-Ranked Athletes in the Same Open Events 

To further clarify the competitive caliber of IBJJF International Open tournaments, the Petitioner 

submits official IBJJF ranking records for the current top three Adult Black Belt athletes in Ms. 

Silva’s division, marked as Exhibits E through G. 

These official records demonstrate that the athletes ranked #1, #2, and #3 in the division have 

repeatedly competed in IBJJF International Open Championships as part of their ranking 

accumulation across multiple seasons. Their competition histories reflect participation in events 

such as the Rio International Open, São Paulo Open, Atlanta Winter Open, Tampa Open, Salvador 

Open, and other IBJJF Open tournaments. 

 

Gabrieli Marinho (#1) – competed in Rio International Open, São Paulo Open, etc: 
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Larissa Almeida (#2) – Atlanta Winter Open, Tampa Open, etc: 

 

 

 

 

Amanda Oliveira (#3) – Salvador Open, Curitiba Open, etc: 
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The documented participation of the highest-ranked athletes in International Open Championships 

directly contradicts the characterization that such tournaments are merely entry-level or 

developmental competitions.  

The presence and repeated participation of the top-ranked Adult Black Belt athletes in 

International Open Championships further demonstrates that these events, at the Adult 

Black Belt level, require participation of internationally ranked and internationally 

recognized competitors. Because the highest-ranked athletes in the world actively compete in 

these events as part of their official ranking trajectory, participation in this division necessarily 

entails competition against internationally recognized athletes. 

 

D. Distinguished Reputation and Structural Integration 

The P-1A regulation requires that the beneficiary compete in a competition with a 

distinguished reputation that requires participation of an internationally recognized athlete. The 

regulation does not require that every bracket within a tournament be limited to 

internationally recognized athletes; rather, it requires that the competition in which the 

beneficiary participates meet that standard. When properly analyzed at the division-specific 

level, namely, the Adult Black Belt division, IBJJF International Open Championships 

satisfy this standard. 

IBJJF International Open Championships are organized by the sport’s primary 

international governing body and operate within a unified global ranking structure. These 

competitions award official ranking points that are required for eligibility and seeding in World-

level championships and are fully integrated into a season-weighted, multi-year competitive 

system. The record further demonstrates that these events attract participation from top-ranked 

international athletes, confirming their role within the elite professional circuit rather than as 

developmental or entry-level tournaments. 

ADCC Open events likewise form part of the official competitive circuit administered by the 

ADCC Submission Fighting World Federation. These events are promoted within the ADCC 

international framework and attract advanced-level competitors seeking progression within the 

recognized competitive hierarchy of the sport. Participation in ADCC Opens is consistent with 

maintaining active status within the international grappling circuit and reflects engagement at a 

distinguished competitive level. 

When analyzed within the regulatory framework and the sport’s official structure, these 

competitions clearly possess a distinguished reputation and form part of the recognized 

international competitive circuit. 

Accordingly, the evidence establishes that Ms. Silva’s participation in IBJJF International Opens 

and ADCC Opens reflects competition at an internationally recognized level consistent with 8 

C.F.R. § 214.2(p). 
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III. Clarification of Proposed Itinerary and Competition Dates 

The RFE notes apparent date overlaps suggesting that the beneficiary would be competing in 

multiple locations on the same day and questions how such participation would be feasible. 

The Petitioner has carefully reviewed the originally submitted itinerary and acknowledges that the 

prior version reflected preliminary competitive planning options within the IBJJF and ADCC 

seasonal calendars. In response to the concerns raised, the Petitioner has revised and clarified 

the proposed 2026 competition schedule.  

The updated itinerary, submitted as Exhibit H, reflects a finalized and sequential competition plan 

consisting of eight structured events organized by IBJJF and ADCC, without any overlapping dates 

or conflicting engagements. 

The revised schedule demonstrates a clear and realistic progression of competitions throughout the 

calendar year, with each event occurring on a distinct date and in a distinct location. Ms. Silva will 

compete in one event at a time and will not engage in simultaneous tournaments in different 

jurisdictions. 

It is also important to note that Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu tournaments are commonly conducted over 

multi-day periods and are organized by division, weight class, and bracket progression. An 

athlete’s actual day of competition is determined by divisional scheduling and advancement 

through elimination rounds. While event calendars may reflect date ranges or tournament 

weekends, individual participation is division-specific and sequential. 

The updated itinerary reflects the logistical realities of elite athletic participation and 

demonstrates a professionally structured competition plan consistent with ranking 

objectives and performance considerations. There is no actual scheduling conflict, and the 

clarified itinerary satisfies the regulatory requirements under 8 C.F.R. § 214.2(p). 

 

Totality of evidence - Final Merits Determination 

The totality of the evidence submitted with the original petition, together with the supplemental 

documentation provided in response to the Request for Evidence, establishes that Ms. Nadine 

Tavares da Silva satisfies the statutory and regulatory requirements for classification as an 

internationally recognized athlete under section 101(a)(15)(P)(i)(a) of the Immigration and 

Nationality Act and 8 C.F.R. § 214.2(p). 

The record reflects that Ms. Silva has achieved and continues to maintain international 

recognition within the sport of Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu. Her competitive history includes 

participation in premier IBJJF and ADCC events, sustained activity at the Adult Black Belt level, 

and measurable accumulation of ranking points within the official IBJJF international ranking 

system. These objective indicators are reinforced by expert testimonial evidence confirming her 

technical distinction, competitive credibility, and recognized standing in the global Jiu-Jitsu 

community. Her achievements are not isolated or historical in nature; rather, they form part of a 

continuous and structured professional athletic trajectory within an internationally governed 

competitive circuit. 
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The supplemental evidence submitted in response to the RFE further clarifies any perceived 

ambiguity regarding the nature of her intended activities in the United States. The record now 

unequivocally establishes that Ms. Silva will enter the United States solely to perform as a 

professional athlete in connection with specific competitions, consistent with 8 C.F.R. § 

214.2(p)(4)(ii)(A). Any reference to training activities pertains exclusively to personal athletic 

preparation directly related to sanctioned tournaments and does not constitute separate or 

independent instructional employment. The Sponsor Statement and accompanying 

documentation confirm that her role in the United States will be limited to competitive athletic 

performance and activities incidental and directly related thereto. 

With respect to the level of competition, the evidence demonstrates that IBJJF International 

Open Championships and ADCC Open events are integral components of the official 

international ranking and qualification structure. These competitions award ranking points 

that are required for eligibility and seeding in major championships, including World-level events. 

The official IBJJF documentation confirms that such tournaments are structurally linked to the 

highest tiers of international competition. Moreover, the record establishes that the top-ranked 

athletes in Ms. Silva’s division actively participate in these same Open events, thereby confirming 

that they attract elite competitors who compete at an internationally recognized level. When 

viewed within the regulatory framework and the sport’s official competitive structure, these events 

clearly satisfy the internationally recognized standard contemplated under the P-1A classification. 

The revised itinerary further demonstrates a realistic, structured, and professionally 

coherent competitive plan. Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu tournaments are conducted over multi-day periods 

and organized by division and bracket progression. The clarified schedule eliminates any perceived 

date conflicts and confirms that Ms. Silva will compete in one event at a time in accordance with 

the logistical realities of professional athletic participation. The competitive calendar reflects 

sustained engagement in recognized events organized by IBJJF and ADCC throughout the 

requested validity period. 

When considered in its entirety, the evidentiary record establishes, by a preponderance of the 

evidence, that Ms. Silva performs at an internationally recognized level of achievement and that 

her temporary entry into the United States is directly connected to legitimate, structured athletic 

competitions requiring such recognition. The P-1A classification is intended to facilitate precisely 

this type of temporary competitive participation by athletes who have attained distinguished 

standing within their sport. The evidence clearly demonstrates that Ms. Silva meets and satisfies 

this standard. 

Your attention to this case will be deeply appreciated. Thank you for your time and consideration 

of the request on behalf of Ms. Silva.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Otavio Haverroth Silva 

California Bar # 343486 
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INTERNATIONAL BRAZILIAN JIU-JITSU FEDERATION 

17691 Mitchell N,  Irvine, CA 92614 
                          e-mail : ibjjf@ibjjf.com - homepage www.ibjjf.org 

02/20/2026 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

This letter is submitted to clarify the competitive relevance of IBJJF International 

Open Championships within the official ranking and qualification system of the 

International Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu Federation (IBJJF), particularly as it relates to Ms. 

Nadine Tavares da Silva, IBJJF Black Belt registration #256418, an athlete actively 

competing at the Adult Black Belt level. 

 

Competitive eligibility in Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu is governed by the rules of the applicable 

federation. Under IBJJF regulations, Gi and No-Gi are treated as distinct competitive 

circuits, each with its own ranking system and eligibility requirements. Ranking 

points earned in Gi competitions are calculated independently from those earned in 

No-Gi competitions and are not transferable between modalities. 

 

With respect to eligibility for the IBJJF World Championship, the IBJJF establishes 

objective point requirements for Adult Black Belt athletes. In the Gi division, athletes 

must accumulate a minimum of 80 ranking points to be eligible to compete. In the 

No-Gi division, the eligibility requirement is 30 ranking points. These thresholds 

apply within their respective ranking systems and reflect the federation’s structured 

approach to competitive qualifications. 

 

In both Gi and No-Gi, IBJJF International Open Championships are official ranking 

events. Medal placements at these events award ranking points in both weight 

divisions and Open Class, which are incorporated into the athlete’s ranking on a 

cumulative and season-weighted basis. Accordingly, International Opens constitute a 

recognized and necessary mechanism for athletes to accumulate ranking points and 

to satisfy the eligibility requirements established by the IBJJF for its major 

international championships. 

 

According to official records, Ms. Nadine Tavares da Silva has competed and 

achieved significant results in IBJJF International Open Championships held in 

multiple countries, in both Gi and No-Gi, and across weight divisions and Open 

Class, over several competitive seasons. She has also earned podium results in the 

adult division at the IBJJF European Championship and achieved a World 

Championship title in the Master division, demonstrating versatility and sustained 

competitive performance across distinct IBJJF-recognized categories. 

 

Accordingly, participation in IBJJF International Open Championships should be 

understood, as a general matter, as a structural component of the competitive 

trajectory of athletes competing within the official IBJJF circuit, being directly linked 

22222



 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL BRAZILIAN JIU-JITSU FEDERATION 

17691 Mitchell N,  Irvine, CA 92614 
                          e-mail : ibjjf@ibjjf.com - homepage www.ibjjf.org 

to the accumulation of ranking points and the fulfillment of formal qualification 

requirements for higher-prestige championships, including the IBJJF World 

Championship. 

 

If you need further information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
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ITINERARY – NADINE TAVARES (Passport YC299736) 

Calendar Year: 2026 

Professional Jiu-Jitsu Athlete – International Competition Schedule 

This itinerary reflects scheduled and anticipated competitions in which the athlete intends 

to participate, subject to proper visa authorization. 

 

DATE EVENT 
LOCATION (CITY, 

STATE) 
ORGANIZATION 

MAR 26, 2026 
Pan IBJJF Jiu-Jitsu 

Championship 
Kissimmee, FL IBJJF 

MAY 30, 2026 ADCC Open Atlanta Atlanta, GA ADCC 

JUN 20, 2026 ADCC Open Dallas Dallas, TX ADCC 

JUN 26, 2026 

American National 

IBJJF Jiu-Jitsu 

Championship 

Las Vegas, NV IBJJF 

AUG 26, 2026 

IBJJF World Master 

Jiu-Jitsu 

Championship 

Las Vegas, NV IBJJF 

OCT 26, 2026 
Sacramento Fall 

International Open 
Sacramento, CA IBJJF 

NOV 26, 2026 
New York Fall 

International Open 
New York, NY IBJJF 

DEC 26, 2026 
IBJJF World Nogi Jiu-

Jitsu Championship 
Las Vegas, NV IBJJF 
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Summary 

Total Events: 8  

States Visited: California, Texas, Florida, Georgia, Nevada, New York 

Organizers: ADCC (Abu Dhabi Combat Club) and IBJJF (International Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu 

Federation) 

Objective: Competitive participation, international ranking maintenance, and athlete 

visibility within U.S. Jiu-Jitsu circuits throughout 2026. 
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