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 The  undersigned  counsel  hereby  respectfully  requests  a  continuance  of  the  upcoming  Master 

 Hearing  currently  scheduled  for  May  7,  2026  at  8:30  AM,  and  in  support  states  the 

 following: 

 1.  The  Respondent  discovered  her  pregnancy  around  October  2025  and  is  currently 

 approximately  33  weeks  pregnant  as  of  the  date  of  this  filing.  Based  on  her  current 

 gestational  age,  the  Respondent  will  be  approximately  36–38  weeks  pregnant  at  the 

 time of the scheduled Master Hearing on May 7, 2026. 

 2.  In  recent  weeks,  the  Respondent  has  experienced  pregnancy-related  complications, 

 including  shortness  of  breath,  episodes  of  bleeding,  and  persistent  weakness.  These 

 symptoms  indicate  medical  risks  that  require  ongoing  monitoring  and  physical 

 limitation,  and  she  has  recently  experienced  a  threatened  premature  labor  episode, 

 further underscoring the seriousness of her condition.  See  Exhibit 3. 

 3.  The  Respondent’s  treating  physician  has  determined  that  a  Cesarean  section 

 (C-section)  will  be  medically  required  due  to  several  factors.  She  previously 

 underwent  a  C-section  for  her  first  child,  and  a  tubal  ligation  is  planned  at  the  time  of 



 delivery,  as  she  does  not  intend  to  have  more  children.  The  Respondent  also  has 

 ovarian  fibroids  (myomas),  a  diagnosis  of  HPV,  and  is  at  increased  risk  for  cervical 

 cancer,  which  further  necessitates  surgical  delivery  to  protect  her  health.  Additionally, 

 at  38  years  of  age,  her  pregnancy  carries  increased  medical  risks  that  require  careful 

 monitoring and management.  See  Exhibits 2-4. 

 4.  The  physician  has  indicated  that  the  C-section  is  expected  to  occur  between  May  16 

 and  May  20,  2026,  but  the  exact  time  may  vary,  and  the  Respondent  may  be  called 

 into  the  hospital  at  any  moment  during  this  period.  At  36–38  weeks  and  with  a 

 scheduled  C-section,  the  Respondent  may  go  into  labor  at  any  time  or  be  recovering 

 from  surgery,  making  attendance  at  the  hearing  unsafe  or  impossible.  The  Respondent 

 is  under  strict  medical  supervision  and  has  been  advised  to  limit  physical  activity  and 

 stress. 

 5.  Under  these  circumstances,  she  would  be  physically  unable  to  attend  the  hearing  or 

 provide  testimony,  answer  questions,  or  engage  in  discussions  with  the  Immigration 

 Judge.  Her  medical  condition  directly  prevents  her  from  participating  in  the 

 proceedings in any meaningful way, which undermines her right to due process. 

 6.  The  Respondent’s  advanced  pregnancy,  associated  symptoms  (shortness  of  breath, 

 weakness,  and  episodes  of  bleeding),  and  required  medical  restrictions  have  limited 

 her  ability  to  meet  with  counsel.  She  has  been  unable  to  participate  fully  in 

 discussions  regarding  case  strategy,  review  supporting  evidence,  or  finalize  her 

 declarations.  Without  her  active  participation,  counsel  cannot  adequately  prepare  for 

 the hearing on her behalf. 

 7.  Due  to  her  inability  to  participate  and  consult,  essential  case  preparation  remains 

 incomplete.  This  includes  gathering  and  reviewing  medical  and  personal 

 documentation,  preparing  testimony  and  declarations.  Forcing  the  case  to  proceed 

 under  these  conditions  would  prejudice  the  Respondent’s  ability  to  present  her  case 

 fully and accurately, directly affecting the fairness and integrity of the proceedings. 

 Thus,  due  to  the  Respondent’s  advanced  stage  of  pregnancy  and  impending  surgery, 

 counsel’s  ability  to  consult  with  the  client  and  finalize  essential  legal  preparations  has  been 

 significantly  restricted.  A  postponement  will  allow  for  a  thorough  assessment  of  the  case  and 

 the  submission  of  a  complete  evidentiary  record  once  the  Respondent  has  medically 

 recovered. 



 Pursuant  to  8  C.F.R.  §  1003.29,  a  continuance  may  be  granted  for  good  cause  shown. 

 Good  cause  exists  where  circumstances  beyond  a  respondent’s  control  prevent  appearance  or 

 interfere  with  the  ability  to  reasonably  prepare  for  proceedings.  The  determination  is 

 case-specific  and  must  consider  fairness,  procedural  integrity,  and  the  respondent’s  ability  to 

 participate  meaningfully  in  their  case.  Here,  the  Respondent’s  advanced  pregnancy  and 

 imminent  surgical  procedure  constitute  circumstances  beyond  her  control  that  significantly 

 impair  both  her  ability  to  participate  in  proceedings  and  counsel’s  ability  to  adequately 

 prepare. 

 Wherefore,  the  Respondent  respectfully  requests  that  a  continuance  be  granted  in  light 

 of  her  current  condition,  as  she  is  in  the  final  stages  of  a  risky  pregnancy  and  will  require  a 

 period of medical recovery following her scheduled C-section. 

 Accordingly,  the  Respondent  respectfully  requests  that  the  Immigration  Court 

 reschedule the Master Hearing to a later date. 

 Respectfully, 

                     _________________________________    

                                                                                       Otavio Silva (Bar N. 343486) 
 Attorney at Law 

 P.O. Box 90487 
 San Diego, CA 92169 

 Counsel for Respondent 
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 PROOF OF SERVICE 

 On this day  ,  I, Otavio Haverroth Silva, served a copy  of the following documents:    

 RESPONDENTS' MOTION FOR CONTINUANCE 

 To the following: 

 by: 

 Through  the  EOIR  Courts  and  Appeals  System  (ECAS),  which  will 

 automatically  send  service  notification  to  both  parties  that  a  new  document  has  been 

 filed. 

     

                                                                                     _______________________    

                                                                                        Otavio Silva (Bar N. 343486) 
 Attorney at Law 

 P.O. Box 90487 
 San Diego, CA 92169 
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